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August 9, 2022 
 
 
Our dear Beacon Students and Families: 
 
Whether you are new to Beacon or returning to your academic home, life’s pace and preparations 
quicken with urgency as the fall semester fast approaches. For freshmen and transfers, this marks 
the “first leg” of your journey of discovery, growth, and achievement. I am privileged to greet you as 
you prepare to make your way here. For sophomores, juniors, and seniors, as you “button up at home,” 
I wish to continue my custom of sharing a pre-arrival message that provides important context for the 
upcoming academic year.  
 
Just eight years ago, the College’s Board of Trustees challenged the Beacon community to create a 
superior residential, undergraduate home for 450-500 collegians attracted to our distinct holistic 
model. At the time that our Trustees established this goal and our strategic path, full-time enrollment 
hovered around 200 students. What we could not have foreseen then was the rapid ascent in our 
national and international standing that resulted from a singularly focused collegiate program of study, 
unmatched student outcomes, our investments in devoted and skilled educators, and a dedication to 
fashioning — through both technology and “bricks and mortar” — a campus worthy of our distinct 
academic mission. 
 
This fall, you are called to be an important part of a proud academic community of 500 full-time 
undergraduates for whom our campus and programs have been uniquely molded. All of this will be 
elevated by nearly 200 faculty and staff entrusted to educate and safeguard our students. Although 
we are now approaching the upper limit of our Trustees’ vision for the ideal campus enrollment, the 
community continues to make significant investments in the people, programs, and resources that will 
define the “Beacon Experience” — now and in the future. 
 
Given your arrival this month, I thought it important to brief you on some of the exciting new 
enhancements to campus life as well as noteworthy items that will help frame the 2022 fall semester: 
 
Continued Expansion and Upgrading of Beacon’s Places and Spaces: Beacon has not slowed the pace 
of campus improvements, advancing despite the pervasive supply chain issues stalling the nation’s 
construction industry. On the heels of last year’s opening of the new Dining Commons and a wholly 
renovated and upgraded Student Center, our work this summer focused on restoring and modernizing 
historic campus and Leesburg landmarks, reinvigorating the facilities as attractive student-focused 
academic and service settings. In this regard, the Stoer Building, which houses our learning specialists 
for our first- and second-year students, has been totally renovated and modernized. This includes the 
installation of electrical, HVAC, and environmental systems, technology networks, and the expansion 
and “climate-controlling” of offices and Open Learning areas. Similarly, the Getzel property — long a 
city landmark on Main Street — has been reconstructed and repurposed to serve the needs of the 
College for additional instructional and faculty office space. 
 
The Oasis, the new recreational area designed and funded to replace the existing and smaller space 
for student relaxation near the Village Apartments and new student residences (RAP and R-2) has 
been delayed due to supply chain and construction approval issues. We will begin work in earnest this 
month on the property targeting a December completion date. In the interim, while the Oasis is being 
completed,  the College has put in place a temporary air structure.  Fully air-conditioned and climate-
controlled, it will host a wide array of engaging recreational and relaxing amenities. Be sure to make 
this center one of your first stops when you arrive on campus. It is adjacent to RAP Hall and is quite 
something! 
 
As the fall semester gets underway, we will be announcing an additional facility on Main Street that 
will provide the Beacon community with its first space wholly devoted to auditorium-style audiences. 
The setting, now under renovation, will include a performance stage, seating for 210 patrons, and the 
flexibility to accommodate large receptions and social events. We expect this property will become 
available to the College for use on or about November 1. 
 
Advancing the College’s Technology Presence:  In early 2019, the Trustees reviewed findings of a 
comprehensive 18-month study of the College’s technology environment and capacity. These findings 
not only advocated for Beacon to invest in a new learning management system (Canvas) and 
institutional enterprise platform (Jenzabar), but also to prioritize the continuous upgrading of all 
related academic, cyber safety, and service elements campus-wide. Over the past two years, Beacon  
faithfully has enhanced the College’s technology presence and culture sequentially per its 2019 
consultant’s assessment and recommendations. Over the past three months, the College  strategically 
has enhanced instructional support, campus communication, and student safety through three 
significant integrated efforts: 
 

• Strengthening Instruction: The College purchased and equipped each classroom with the NEAT 
audio/visual system — leading-edge technology that has replaced all previous projection and 
presentation equipment. 
 

• Enhancing Telecommunication: This fall, the College will replace its outdated decade-old 
network with a modern enterprise solution for phone and video communications, Webex by 
Cisco.    
 

• An Emphasis on Student Safety: Earlier this year, Beacon was the grateful recipient of a 
significant grant from the Fogg Charitable Trust to complete an integrated electronic lock 
security and camera system for all student residences and adjacent properties, the Dining 
Commons, and Student Center. The upgrade bolsters campus security as the College now can 
monitor any student location on campus.  
 

Of course, these are not independent initiatives. This summer, Beacon continued to reduce its reliance 
on independent servers by transitioning to cloud technologies and upgrading cyber protections, 
including robust firewalls, and purchasing new software that will allow remote access by IT staff to 
assist end users in problem solving.   
 
Community Wellness:  As CDC guidance regarding COVID remains fluid, I encourage you to regularly 
monitor the College’s website, especially the COVID-19 Information Center.  Our “Frequently Asked 
Questions” section should address any COVID concerns.  Should any changes be needed in the future, 
the College will update this site with the most recent information.  
 
I know that you have and continue to receive other communications from various campus offices, but 
I wanted to highlight exciting campus developments meant to enhance the singular experience that 
Beacon provides. Please be safe in the short time before your arrival at Beacon. It is the upmost 
privilege to have you as a central figure in our community.   
 
Warmly, 
 
 
 
George J. Hagerty 
President 

https://www.beaconcollege.edu/covid-19-information-center/#:%7E:text=Answer%3A%20Employees%20who%20test%20positive,are%20diagnosed%20with%20COVID%2D19/

