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Dear Beacon Students and Families,
 
I hope that your holidays have been both joyful and rejuvenating.  The country has endeavored
to keep its traditions at this time of year even as a new variant cycle of COVID has manifested
itself, requiring us all to think anew about actions that will keep us safe.  This message
addresses our best thinking as to how Beacon can return to in-person campus learning for the
Spring semester.  As one who has now experienced COVID (just after the Thanksgiving holiday), I
am all too aware that the virus can strike even with the best of protections.  Now fully recovered,
I know that the vaccines and new therapies do help sustain you through the first tough days of
the illness.  Even though reports of the Omicron variant suggest that it is potentially a milder
form of COVID, its rapid spread must be of concern to us all. 
 
As it has been over the past 18 months, the College will continue to implement the Responsible
Community Initiative (RCI) detailed at https://www.beaconcollege.edu/covid-19-information-
center/the-responsible-community-intitiative/ and will return to an entry testing protocol prior to
and at the time of student arrival on campus.  This will include:
 

1. The obtaining of either a rapid antigen COVID test or a standard or rapid PCR test that is
administered and recorded no more than three days before a student’s departure for the
College.  Students will be asked to provide documentation confirming a negative result on
the test chosen;

 
2. Upon arrival on campus, students will receive a follow-up antigen test administered by a

health professional (similar to the protocols for the 2020-21 academic year).  The College
will assume the cost of this process; and

 
3. Should a student have a positive test result, the student will be guided to one of the

campus’s “safe houses” for a quarantine period (of five days’ minimum in accordance
with the most recent CDC guidelines).

 
As the Omicron variant has been present in the country for less than a month, Beacon will be
weighing numerous options with respect to the frequency and efficacy of testing as the Spring
semester unfolds.  You should expect that this decision will be made at the close of the first
week of classes informed by the spread of the variant, especially in Florida at that time and
given the results of the College’s entry testing.  It should go without saying that the safeguards
of frequent handwashing, wearing a mask indoors, and social distancing will continue in
accordance with the RCI.  We expect that these preventative measures will be in force for the
entire Spring semester.  It is important for you to know as well that public areas in all campus
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facilities including lobbies/lounges in residential buildings will be cleaned on a daily basis
consistent with the precautions that allowed Beacon to keep our on-campus case numbers at a
very low level (one student during AY 2020-21 and five students during the Fall semester of
2021).  You can help the College and promote the well-being of your student by ensuring that
your collegian has an ample supply of masks (rated N-95 if at all possible). 
 
Please expect an update on the College opening and any further protocols that Beacon may
institute by close of business January 7 from our Provost, Dr. Shelly Chandler.  Our goal, as it
has been since the onset of COVID, is to provide a safe on-campus environment that allows the
College and our students to live Beacon’s mission fully.
 
With best wishes for a wonderful New Year, I remain
 
Sincerely,
 
 
 
George J. Hagerty
President 
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