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November 19, 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Beacon Families, 
 
As our students prepare to return home for the Thanksgiving holiday to reunite and gather, I 
thought it important to share a moment of reflection and gratitude. 
 
For the Beacon community, there is much for which to celebrate and be grateful in this, our 32nd 
year.  The work that we do and the students who grace our campus and inform our calling continue 
to inspire.  The essence of our educational mission and daily life on campus animates our growth, 
ignites unparalleled institutional innovation, and secures the attention and reputational advantage 
among those attuned to higher education rankings, as well as an ever-expanding national and 
international audience.  The diversification of our academic programs and our solid enrollment 
demand that we keep pace with an admittedly ambitious construction and programming agenda 
with the College’s upper limit on campus set at 450-500 undergraduates; (we presently enroll 448 
students). 
 
This holiday message must also recognize and express profound admiration and thanks to the 
entire Beacon community for its resilience and acts of goodwill over the past 21 months.  From 
the onset of the COVID emergency to this writing, students and employees adapted to 
unprecedented demands and circumstances to safeguard the campus and our people. While not 
perfect or always popular, Beacon’s fidelity to the spirit and standards of the Responsible 
Community Initiative (RCI) did have a sustained, potent influence safeguarding our campus, 
resulting in exceptionally low rates of infection (less than 1%) among our collegians, even with 
the advent of the Delta and other variants. Although located in a State that prohibits a vaccination 
mandate, more than 90 percent of the Beacon community has been immunized for COVID. As we 
move forward, the College is devoted to protecting all who reside on or enter the campus in 
accordance with the prevailing public health guidance available to institutions of higher education, 
including the daily updating of Beacon’s Wellness Climate linked to our homepage.  
 
Beacon’s greatest and most enduring legacy, however, is the student who returns to you in the days 
ahead more self-confident, wiser, and appreciative than when she or he first stepped on campus.  
The emerging adult that returns home now is everything to us at Beacon, as she or he is to you and 
your family.  This Thanksgiving, as always, we are grateful both for the trust that you have placed 
in the people of Beacon College and also for the privilege of serving each and every undergraduate 
who has chosen us.  
 



 
 

Notwithstanding the lives and close relationships that they have established and enjoy at the 
College, our students are eager to reunite with family for the holidays. They know in their hearts 
what we sometimes forget: that in the company of those we trust and value, all burdens are lifted; 
all spirits soar. 
 
On behalf of the entire Beacon College family — on this most uniquely American holiday — 
please accept our personal best wishes for a Thanksgiving in the embrace of family and friends.   
 
With appreciation and all good wishes, I remain 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
George J. Hagerty 
President  
 
A Special Note to Parents: We’re excited to announce our new “Parent One-Stop” webpage – a 
single online location where parents of current Beacon students can find important resources, 
dates, and communications from the College. The Parent One-Stop provides our Beacon parents 
with an easy reference guide to deadlines and requirements for incoming and returning students, 
including one simple repository of forms and related materials. You will also be able to check here 
for important announcements if you have missed them via email. This resource can be found in 
the “Portals” menu on at BeaconCollege.edu. 
 

https://www.beaconcollege.edu/parent-one-stop/

