
Shia Byers, originally from Washington D.C., will be graduating in May with a degree in 
Human Services. Though life has thrown many obstacles at her, she has persevered in her 
dream of earning a college degree. With one goal about to be achieved, she has started on 
the path to her next one- finding a fulfilling career working with people with disabilities.  
 
Shia was able to attend college through financial aid offerings, such as the DC Achievers 
Scholarship Program, funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. This selective 
college support program requires an extensive application process, including an essay 
component and attendance in multiple workshops throughout the academic year. Shia’s 
essay focused on her dream of going to college and the difficulties in doing so posed by 
her learning disability, as well as by the limited financial resources of her family.  
 
Once she received the financial aid support, Shia started her college experience with a 
local university. While she was somewhat involved on campus, the college lacked the 
right support to help her succeed academically. She felt this school was more focused on 
what the professors wanted versus the students and that each student “had to be labeled in 
a box.”  At Beacon, she discovered an environment more personal and goal oriented so 
that each student can be his/her own self rather than fitting into a certain category. She 
wanted to attend a college that focused on her LD but also on “me growing personally.” 
The quaint feel of Leesburg appealed to her, as well as the fact that everybody knows 
everybody at Beacon, with the College offering small class sizes and personal 
relationships with professors. Shia realized, “The support is all over campus, not just in 
the classrooms.” 
 
Since finding the right college atmosphere at Beacon, Shia has evolved socially as well as 
academically. She has been very active on campus, holding student leadership roles 
including that of Orientation Leader, Peer Tutor, Resident Assistant, SGA representative, 
and Student Ambassador. She has also been involved with numerous clubs and the 
Gamma Beta Phi Honor Society. Shia has been driven to create better programs on 
campus and be an integral part of the Beacon College Community. 
 
Shia discovered her passion at Beacon- helping people. Human Services became the 
natural selection for her major, and her career goal is to work with people who have 
disabilities since she can relate to their experiences and frustrations. Shia has recently 
been notified of her acceptance into the internship program with The American 
Association of People with Disabilities (AAPD), where candidates are matched up with a 
non-profit or government agency to gain experience or possible employment. To be 
considered for the internship requires an extensive application process, including 
responding to essay questions, having a phone interview, and writing a biography.  
 
Susan Ward encouraged Shia to apply, knowing it would be a good fit. She says, “I know 
Shia is a huge advocate for people with disabilities, and I pictured her thriving in this 
role. My hope is that it will open the doors to amazing opportunities for her. You know, 
some students talk about how there are times when they have been inspired by instructors 
and educators, but Shia has truly inspired me. There is nothing Shia can’t accomplish.” 
 



 
The summer internship with AAPD means that Shia will be able to return to her home in 
D.C., making the transition from college that much easier. She hopes that the internship 
will not only provide valuable career skills, but also lead to a full-time position in the 
field that she loves. Given Shia’s record of perseverance and dedication to achieving her 
goals, we know she will quickly reach her first major career milestone and begin working 
on the next one.  
 
               
 


