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FROM THE PRESIDENT

For more than a quarter century, Beacon College
has been a leading force in helping students who
learn differently achieve academic success.
We were the first college in the United States to offer bachelor’s degree programs exclusively to 
students with learning disabilities, ADHD or other learning differences, and we have one of the 
highest graduation rates in the country, 83.3%. 

Beacon is dedicated to assisting students with learning disabilities achieve their academic goals and
develop the critical thinking skills needed to contribute to, and compete in, today’s world community. 

We are uniquely equipped to understand the special needs of students who learn differently,
with a curriculum taught by professors trained in richly integrating critical thinking activities in
classroom instruction. No other institution of higher education in the world can match our proven
record of success in preparing students who learn differently for lifelong learning.

We are deeply honored to offer this exciting program for talented and motivated European students.  
At the end of this intensive, four-week immersion experience in American college life, these young 
men and women will leave with a learning plan — a true compass — to guide them with their 
studies. 

We look forward to welcoming your sons and daughters to our campus!

George Hagerty, Ed..D. 
President, Beacon College



SUMMER STUDIES IN
THE UNITED STATES

Students selected to 
participate in the 

COMPASS Program will fly 
into Orlando, Florida, just 
one  hour from Beacon’s 

campus. Students will 
find a relaxed and 

comfortable environment 
for learning that 

emphasizes small classes 
and strong personal 

support.  

The Beacon COMPASS Program
A living/learning experience designed to help 
European students with learning differences 
chart a path to future academic success.

The Beacon COMPASS Program has been developed for talented and motivated students who aspire 
to attend university, but who struggle in traditional academic settings. It will expose students to a 
new way of looking at themselves, the learning experience, and the world around them.

Compass students will be accompanied by European instructors and mentors 
and will serve as their chaperones at all times — traveling with them to 
Beacon, living in the campus residence hall and accompanying them to any 
off-campus activities. 

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

This program features five core elements that will help students navigate 
the learning process and develop ways to achieve their academic potential.  

1) THE FOUNDATION OF SELF-DISCOVERY

2) ACADEMIC EXPLORATION

3) A PREVIEW OF CAMPUS LIFE

4) STUDYING IN THE U.S.A. -- THE FLORIDA EXPERIENCE!
5) POST-PROGRAM FOLLOW UP
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1) THE FOUNDATION OF
SELF-DISCOVERY

During the program's initiation, COMPASS students will:

• Be introduced to various learning styles

• Learn to identify their own learning strengths
and weaknesses

• Explore specific learning strategies in
reading, writing, speaking and note taking

• Try out some assistive learning
technologies that can enhance
organization, writing and
communication

• Develop techniques to become
more effective learners

The insights and understanding that 
students gain about themselves and 
their personal learning style during the first week of 
the COMPASS Program will serve as the foundation 
for their entire learning experience at Beacon.

ADDED VALUE

At the end of the 
COMPASS Program, the 

family of each student 
will be provided with 

a written cognitive 
assessment, based on 

specialized testing and 
one-on-one meetings with 

a senior educator.   
These evaluations help 

shine light on a student’s 
unique learning issues 
and can help suggest 

strategies to learn more 
effectively.



2) ACADEMIC EXPLORATION

In the COMPASS Program, students will explore a variety 
of academic disciplines. All classes will feature 
universitylevel content so students can experience the 
increased workload and diverse teaching styles found at 
most universities.

Continuous student feedback guides the learning process.
All Beacon faculty members are trained and proficient in
meeting the needs of students who learn differently, with
expertise in experiential learning, assessment design, and
use of assistive technology and different learning models. 

Interactive classes will include:    

• Learning Essentials & Self-Discovery

• Writing Fundamentals

• Reading Across the Curriculum
• STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering & Math) Applications or Basic Mathematics
• Florida Science with a focus on Applied Research

ADDED VALUE

Outside the 
classroom, skilled 

learning 
specialists will 
provide one-on-

one academic 
support, working 
with students to 

create a 
personalized plan 

to enhance their 
academic skills 

and become 
better, more 

effective learners. 
Other academic 
support services 

include Beacon’s 
Writing Center 
and Math Lab.

A SPECIAL TOEFL FOCUS

A core part of Beacon’s COMPASS Experience will be the integration of occasional TOEFL preparation in 
all academic and extra curricular activities. The program will focus on building student skills in the four 
areas measured by the TOEFL exam — listening, speaking, writing and reading.

These skills will be stressed in all academic classes. Additionally, students may be able to attend 
official TOEFL classes, where they will engage in practice tests and formal instruction in reading, 
writing, listening and speaking skills.



3) A PREVIEW OF CAMPUS LIFE

One of the most important features of the Beacon COMPASS 
Program is the opportunity it affords students to experience 
“life on campus” and the mature responsibilities they’ll face 
as independent young adults. 

Working with an on-site Life Coach, students will learn 
essential independent living skills for college success —from 
how to do laundry to comparison shopping for groceries.

While, in addition to a highly qualified staff, a chaperone will 
guide and monitor students throughout their stay, each 
student will be encouraged to develop and exercise such 
critical skills as good study habits and strong time 
management and organizational skills.

Students will live in apartment-style housing, which includes 
in-unit washers and dryers, cable and high-speed Internet 
service, and fitness center. 

The Village Apartments are within easy walking distance to all college buildings, as well as the
city’s lakefront parks and public bike path. Meals will be served in the “Chopping Block,” the main
campus dining hall. 

Special areas will be available for student reflection and quiet time. Students will also 
engage in a variety of relaxing and fun extracurricular activities.

THE BEACON 
BROTHERS and SISTERS

A group of current 
Beacon students will be 

on campus throughout the 

COMPASS Program to 
introduce students to 

living and learning on an 
American college campus. 

Like all Beacon students, 
each of these young men 

and women have a 
learning difference, from

dyslexia to ADHD. 
As successful and                  

high-performing 
Beacon students, these 

“Beacon Brothers and  
Sisters" will serve as an 

invaluable source of help 
and friendship to 

COMPASS students — 
living in the residence 

halls, attending classes 
joining in study groups and 
participating in off-campus 

excursions.  
While  Beacon College is located in a safe and comfortable hometown environment, the campus enjoys 
the added protection of a 24-hour security staff.



4) STUDYING IN THE U.S.A. - THE FLORIDA EXPERIENCE

Florida is known as “the Sunshine State;” its warm climate, 
diverse cultures and spectacular landscapes have made it 
the top educational destination for more than 30,000 
international students who currently study here.

As part of the COMPASS Program, students will be visiting 
some of the state’s distinctive settings. Among the areas 
being considered for visits are:

• Kennedy Space Center
• Historic St. Augustine
• Florida's World Class Beaches
• Orlando attractions (Disney World, Epcot Center,

SeaWorld, Universal Studios)

5) POST-PROGRAM FOLLOW UP IN EUROPE

Each COMPASS student will be provided with a cognitive assesment evaluation that will include a 
personal learning assessment and suggestions on ways to promote greater academic success.

In Fall 2016, two senior Beacon educators will travel to Europe to personally meet with the 
families of each student to explain the assessment, review student progress and answer any 
questions families might have.

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION

To receive an 
application or learn 

more about 
the Beacon 
COMPASS 

program for 
International 

Students, please 
contact:

internationaladmissions@beaconcollege.edu 
Phone: 001-352-787-0796

or visit: www.beaconcollege.edu 



FOR FAMILIES AND 

PARENTS 

This four week program Is
a unique opportunity

for international students

and an investment in your

son’s or daughter’s future. 

    The cost of $12,000USD 

includes all tuition, 

housing, food, tutoring 
and recreational visits.

Successful completion of 
the Program will be a major 

consideration when 
evaluating a student's 
admission to Beacon 

College.

FOR INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WITH 

LEARNING CHALLENGES 

FINALLY, 

A SOLUTION AND AN OPPORTUNITY 

The Beacon COMPASS  program is an investment 

in your education 

 83.3% of students at Beacon complete their degree.

 Students who successfully complete the beacon COMPASS
Program, meet the College's admission requirements and
attend full-time will receive an annual scholarship of
$5,000usd.

 Beacon College offers both fully accredited four year

and two year degrees.

  (Source: Unitd States Department of Education)




