
October 21, 2014 
 

Do You Believe in Golden Opportunities? Shia Does! 
 

The generosity of donors like 
you makes golden opportunities 
possible. Please consider giving a gift to 
Beacon College today to support 
students with learning disabilities in 
their quest to earn a college degree and 
be productive members of society.  
 

Meet Shia 
 

My name is Shia Byers, and I 
am a senior at Beacon College working 
toward my bachelor’s degree in Human Services. My plan is to become an advocate for 
people with disabilities because I know what it’s like to have a hidden disability. People 
with disabilities often need the right opportunity. As a transfer student, Beacon College 
has given me a golden opportunity to earn my degree. 
 

I was diagnosed with my learning disability in first grade. Unfortunately, my 
grandmother, who I lived with at the time, didn’t believe in my potential to succeed. 
After graduating from high school, I was asked to abandon my goal of earning a college 
degree, and I was ultimately made to leave home when I refused to do so. But I 
persevered with my dream. I discovered that, academically, I needed the support that was 
lacking in my own family, and I have since found it in the Beacon community. I also now 
have an adopted family who supports me emotionally, though they don’t have the 
resources to support me financially. So I have been given a golden opportunity both 
academically and personally, and I am so grateful for both.     

 
Finding a College Community that Fit My Needs 

 
My experience here at Beacon has been extraordinary. I first enrolled in college in 

my hometown in 2009. I did not do well there because of the lack of support for my 
learning disability and left for a college that could better accommodate my unique needs.  
 

I wanted to go to a college that would support my needs and my educational 
goals. I found Beacon on a website that listed colleges and resources for students with 
learning disabilities. Beacon was the one college that specifically focused on this student 
population and that appealed to me. After speaking with an Admissions Counselor, I was 
convinced that Beacon was the place for me…and I was right! The College offers 
everything I need to succeed, including Peer Tutors, a Math Lab, a Writing Center, and 
the Center for Student Success. 
 



Although I knew Beacon was the right choice for me, financial assistance was a 
necessity to make my goal of earning a college degree a reality. I am extremely grateful 
for the scholarships I have received, thanks to the generosity of donors such as you. 
Without the assistance of generous donors like you, it just wouldn’t be possible for me to 
be here, and my golden opportunity would be just out of reach. 

 
Realizing My Potential 

  
At Beacon, I have grown into a leader. I have become a Peer Tutor and a Lead 

Residential Assistant. I was junior representative of 
Student Government Association (SGA) last year, 
and I was accepted into Gamma Beta Phi National 
Honor Society. I’ve been involved in several clubs, 
including Bloggers Club and Student Activities 
Board. I also like being involved with the 
community, helping out with service projects such as 
food drives. I am looking forward to graduation and 
contributing to society, as I have benefitted so much 
from the support and assistance of others. 
 
 

How You Can Make a Difference 
 

Many students at Beacon have stories similar to mine. We gave mainstream 
colleges a chance, thinking that all colleges have the support systems in place for us to 
succeed. But too often, that support just isn’t there for students with learning disabilities. 
We needed a golden opportunity- and Beacon was exactly what we needed to realize 
our potential.  
 
Because of donors like you, students like me are now earning a college degree. Please 
consider making a donation to Beacon College to support the scholarship program and 
help students like me succeed. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
P.S.  If you make a donation to Beacon College by December 31st, your gift will be used 
to assist a student enrolled in Beacon during the spring semester and it will be tax 
deductible for the 2014 tax year.  


