
Chuck Novak 
 
Chuck Novak, originally from Schaunburg, Illinois, is graduating in May with a degree in 
Studio Arts. As he prepares his senior exhibition, the final requirement for his degree, 
Chuck reflects on his life in this moment, perched on the verge of adulthood, which also 
happens to be the theme of his show. 
 
Chuck has found his niche at Beacon College, becoming President of the Art Club well 
known around campus as a creative spirit willing to try just about anything for the sake of 
artistic experimentation. His unique ideas and enthusiasm for testing them out have 
become legendary. Professor Van Galyon reports having discovered Chuck sleeping in 
numerous locations around campus, exhausted from his artistic efforts taking place at all 
hours of the day and night. 
 
Diagnosed with ADHD and NVLD, Chuck is a creative, hands-on learner whose learning 
disabilities, as a part of who he is, are reflected in his art. His emotions are colored 
through the lens of his NVLD in particular. He describes his paintings as “explosions of 
color” that reflect his emotions.     
 
Art Professor Russ Bellamy says, “Chuck has been an integral part of the development of 
the Studio Arts Major at Beacon College. His excitement for his craft, as well as for the 
activities and growth of the department have been very motivating for all students within 
the program. Chuck has matured into a well-rounded and successful artist whose legacy 
among art students will surely last for years to come.” 
 
Chuck arrived at Beacon College in 2011. After a brief stint at community college 
following graduation from high school, Chuck, uncertain about what career path to 
explore but certain that he needed to earn a bachelor’s degree at a college specifically 
geared toward students with learning disabilities, discovered Beacon College. Visiting 
Dr. Ross’s Anthropology class convinced him that Beacon was the right environment for 
him. The students were doing hands-on work and actually finding artifacts. When his 
flight home to Chicago was canceled due to a snowstorm, Chuck recognized that as a 
sign that Beacon was where he belonged.    
 
An undeclared major at first, Chuck was inspired to become a Studio Arts major during 
his first semester at Beacon, when he was taking the Art Appreciation course with Russ 
Bellamy. During the summer semester, the class in stone casting solidified his decision, 
when he found himself drawn to the art studio at all hours to work on class and personal 
projects. 
 
Chuck is discovering himself not only as an adult and a college graduate, but also as an 
artist. He is excited and anxious for the experience of being on his own to explore the 
limits of his artistic potential. Guided by Professors Art Galyon and Russ Bellamy, 
Chuck is leaving Beacon with the knowledge needed to thrive as a professional artist.   
 



Chuck’s artwork, which is expected to consist mainly of his paintings, will be on exhibit 
in the Kristin Michelle Mason Art Gallery beginning April 16th. The reception for his 
show, Everything But Me, and the student art show will be held that evening from 4-6pm, 
and the public is welcome to attend. The exhibit will remain on display through 
graduation, so visitors to campus arriving for the ceremony are encouraged to tour the 
gallery during their time on campus.  


