
As I pen this December contribution to the Navigator, my 

workspace stands close by an airport departure gate.  For 11 

days now, the familiar pattern of campus life has been foreign 

to me.  Even though my tenure as President is now relatively 

fresh, I miss the people and the daily cadence of Beacon Hall.  

One might, however, be drawn to a greater appreciation and 

richer perspective of our community and the importance of our 

work from a distance.  It is with this understanding that, I 

believe, I have been the beneficiary of such inspiring moments 

of clarity from afar on the road for the College for the better 

part of two weeks.  Among others, three such experiences come to mind: 
 

Earlier this week, while at the Annual Meeting of the Southern Association of Colleges 

and Schools (SACS), our regional accrediting body, I was privileged to field the 

congratulatory call from our SACS Liaison, Dr. Charles Taylor, who formally reported 

that Beacon’s Fifth Year Institutional Report had been accepted and approved, with 

only one issue requiring comment by the Review Committee.  For those familiar with 

regional accreditation, a noteworthy achievement (i.e., Fifth Year approval) has become 

one that is remarkable; (few institutions, very few, can claim a lone Committee 

comment). 
 

SACS accreditation is important because it conveys our standing with our peers: 

accredited institutions in the Southern states spanning the full spectrum of higher 

education.  From a distance, that call accepted in Atlanta, gave me, a new member of 

the Beacon community, a profound sense of appreciation for what had been 

accomplished before I arrived.  The compelling message in such a “clean” accreditation 

review is that the community has held fast to the standards and expectations that had 

been set before us by peer institutions of much longer standing.  In equal measure, 

Beacon’s “single comment” review is testimony to the extraordinary leadership and 

hard work of Dr. Shelly Chandler and a team of colleagues who tirelessly collected the 

substantial data required, and then wrote, edited, and wrote some more.  
 

The feedback of peer institutions was supplemented in resonant detail during the past 

11 days away from the Beacon campus as well by visiting with parents individually in the 

five cities where other College business called.  Whether these meetings were 

scheduled over lunch, dinner, or a cup of coffee, these visits allowed those who have 

entrusted our community with the education of that which is most precious to them, a 

son or a daughter, to reflect on their experience as Beacon parents.  In higher 
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Below is a student viewpoint of Beacon College and his experiences of transferring to a traditional four-

year institution after obtaining his AA degree at Beacon College: 
 

The classes at Beacon College are outstanding with professors that care and curriculum that is understandable.  It 

was very hard to go from a classroom of 15 students to a class of over 100 students.  My questions at the school I 

transferred to were not answered.  Professors had no time for questions except during their office hours, which 

conflicted with my class times.  The accommodations at my transfer school were slim to none.  I was given a room 

to take a test and a tape recorder but nothing close to what I had at Beacon College.  Beacon College always 

helped me and supported me in a more personal learning environment, and the professors always provided 

answers to my questions which ensured my success! 
 

After a semester away from Beacon College, this student will return to Beacon College where he is sure 

he will be successful at obtaining his BA degree. 

Contributed by Shelly Chandler, VP  of Academic Affairs 

Shares Michele Patestides, Learning Specialist: 

Jennie is one of our inaugural peer mentor/TA super-stars involved with the peer mentoring program since the program began in 

August 2012.  She has taken a significant leadership role in many ways.  Jennie not only peer mentors in math and Life Science, 

but she also serves as a TA for both courses.  She has worked closely with Dr. Kirk Stowe, Ms. Lucretia Gabriel, Dr. Kevin Chandler, 

Ms. Laurie Staiger and me to sharpen her skills.  Although Jennie excelled in her two 

semester peer mentoring training classes with me last spring, she continues to 

request feedback for improvement.  She is very concerned about providing excellent 

tutoring and mentoring for her students!  Also, Jennie volunteered to co-present our 

Peer Mentoring Program with Hannah Walk (alum) and me at the Board of Trustees 

May 2012 meeting.  Jennie also works in the Writing Center and maintains an 

exceptionally high GPA. Jennie graduates this December, and we are exceptionally 

proud of her accomplishments. It is amazing to think that these are only a small 

sampling of Jennie’s leadership qualities and contributions to the Peer Mentoring 

Program and the College.  After graduation, Jennie is off to graduate school where 

she will study mental health counseling.  After graduate school, Jennie looks forward 

to a career as a mental health counselor with a specialization in eating disorders.  

We extend our heartfelt congratulations and thanks to Jennie Friedman; she will be 

missed! 
 

Remarks Laurie Staiger, Learning Specialist: 

I originally started the Science Study Group because I had so many of my own students taking science at the time, it was easier to 

study with them once a week. Jennie asked me if she could come to the group because she was worried about understanding the 

material; I encouraged her to do so. Well we had so much fun during that first semester helping each other, that when Dr. Stowe 

asked if I was going to do it again the next semester, I said “of course.” I enlisted Jennie for help because she was the natural 

leader of the group the first time. Thankfully Jennie really made the group her own. We spent many hours perfecting the materials 

and the study aids as well as trying to find memory hooks that everyone could recall. We created PowerPoint materials for the 

visual learners who were having a difficult time with just hearing the information. She created a very well working group; all I have 

to do is to facilitate and try to keep the order when the groups get large, though sometimes I am the disrupter! Jennie became so 

successful with the Science Group that Dr. Stowe asked for her to be his Peer Mentor and TA for Science. This is actually very 

impressive because she was worried that she wouldn’t do well in science and was very intimidated by the subject, but she became 

very comfortable with it and excelled at teaching science. She is going to be greatly missed in Science Group; I know that all of the 

students that experienced her leading the group are very thankful for all of the hard work and dedication that she puts into 

everything that she does.  

Peer Mentor Profile: Jennie Friedman 

A Recent Student Testimony 
Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs 
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We’re very pleased to announce that Beacon College was featured in a USA Today article this month.  

Please visit http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/12/10/learning-disability-college-

beacon/3913105/ for the story.  In this article, Dr. Shelly Chandler explained the mission of the 

College and the necessity for such an institution to be available to serve the unique needs of our 

population. She expressed an understanding of the difficulties our students have endured as well as 

the passion felt by everyone in the staff and faculty for helping students achieve their goals. Alumna 

Chelsea Eubank and current student Brett Daly provided insight into what it’s like to be a student in 

an environment where someone with learning disabilities is treated as different versus being a 

student at Beacon, where the emphasis is on learning how to develop their weaknesses and 

transform them into strengths. They relayed their experiences in a sincere and motivating manner. 

All three of these important members of our community had excellent quotes that succinctly 

captured the spirit of Beacon. 
  

This article provided great attention for Beacon, as evidenced by the response on social media sites 

such as Twitter and Facebook. It was a great note to end the semester on, and we look forward to 

publicizing more press coverage in the future!  

The celebratory holiday season has arrived.  Marked by Hanukah 

and Thanksgiving in November; the Christmas season and New 

Year of 2014 are fast approaching. This is a season of shared joy 

and gift giving.  We are filled with anticipation and excitement as 

we once again plan to celebrate our long held traditions.  Whether 

you are a faculty member or student, an administrator or staff 

member, you are in all likelihood anticipating visiting with family 
and friends, all the while embracing the call to “Peace on Earth.”  

  

As you conclude the fall semester at Beacon College and depart 

for home, please take with you the warmest wishes of the Board 

of Trustees for safe travels, many happy reunions, and festive 

celebrations. We extend our continued appreciation to the 

Administrators, Faculty and Staff for your unending professional 

commitment to Beacon’s students.  To our students, we offer our 

congratulations on your successful completion of the fall semester.  

Your accomplishments truly continue to inspire those around you.  

Our dearest hope is that you will enjoy the winter break and 

return to Beacon well rested and refreshed, ready to resume your 

academic studies. 

 

May peace fill your homes and communities, 

 

 

 

Beacon College Board of Trustees 

PEACE and JOY 

Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Acting Director of Communications 

Beacon College Featured in USA Today 

http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/12/10/learning-disability-college-beacon/3913105/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2013/12/10/learning-disability-college-beacon/3913105/
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On November 6th and 7th, visiting artist Bob Lawson held intensive 

theatre workshops for Beacon students. Lawson, a director, 
playwright, and visual artist who currently teaches at Franklin Pierce 

University, conducted his workshops with a core group of about 10 
students. Several other students participated in various parts of the 

process, and a few faculty and staff also checked in to see the 
progression to the final piece. All involved in this project were 

impressed with the outcome, and many of the students expressed an 
interest in participating in future workshops of this nature. 
 

To begin the project, Lawson held a brainstorming session with the 
students, the goal being to identify preconceptions and notions about 

theatre and about what they expected from the workshops. Lawson 
then introduced 

the idea of the funnel (or the martini glass) when starting such a 
project. With this structure, the individual or group would start 

by considering all possibilities, all ideas, gradually narrowing 
down to the one deemed most appropriate for the 

performance. According to Lawson, it is the material that 
dictates the form. 
 

The idea of narcissism and the Greek myth associated with it 
were introduced for discussion. This then evolved into the 

concept of storytelling. The students were given a few minutes 
to decide on a story to share with a partner. Unknown to the 

storyteller, the partner’s task was actually to study the 
mannerisms and actions of the storyteller rather than focus on the story itself. When these actions were 

demonstrated to the group, Lawson then shared how these motions could become choreography for the 
performance. All of the students were then directed to write their stories on sheets of plastic too small to actually 

be read. The sheets became a critical component of the set. Several student stories were then recorded, and these, 
with the background music “You” by Andrew Bayer, became the soundtrack of the piece. The group ultimately 

decided that the performance should express “controlled chaos” in storytelling. 
 

On the second day of the workshops, the final details 

of the performance were decided on, and the piece 
was performed for a small audience. The set had been 

completed the night before, and the students were 
given freedom to determine their actions within it. 

They were guided by their own unique stories. Each 
student chose a “home base,” as Lawson referred to 

it, and they were to act according to their personal 
story. Pictures of each student were displayed in a 

rotation projected on the wall, which added another 
element to the set design. Deciding on the ending was 
a difficult decision as several good ideas were introduced. One student was set on screaming, with the students 

then retreating behind the sheets of plastic. While this was an interesting concept in theory, especially given that 
the only voices in the performance were those previously recorded, it was ultimately decided that this was too 

harsh a way to conclude an otherwise mellow piece. Instead, each performer whispered the words “I have an 
idea.” That was then the cue to move behind the plastic sheet. The final silhouette provided by the lighting and the 

figures of the group was almost haunting. 
 

All who viewed the final performance deemed it an artistic success, and the students who performed in it were 
deservedly proud of their accomplishment. We look forward to more such performances in our new art space! 

Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Acting Director of Communications 

Performance Art: Storytelling  



Literary Corner: A Love Letter to Atlanta 

Three friends of mine from FSU contacted me over the summer about reforming The Four Horsemen (the original 

noisy boys), our infamous academic and social circle, with the express purpose of creating a panel and presenting at 

the 85th annual SAMLA conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  Once a Horsemen, forever a Horsemen, so of course I said 

yes.  The name of our panel is Hollywood vs. the Red Menace:  Remembering the McCarthy Era.   Stephen 

Armstrong, our panel chair and organizer, presented on Lillian Hellman.  Robert Powell talked about Ayn Rand.  I 

discussed Jackie Robinson’s HUAC testimony, double consciousness, and the politics of baseball.  Our other 

Horseman had taken ill. At 8:00 A.M. attendance was somewhat sparse, but those there, the “true believers” as 

Stephen called them, had multiple questions, suggestions, and comments of high quality.   
 

I have lived in Atlanta three times, visited countless.  It is a sprawling octopus of a city.  The urban beauty of 

subways of moveable feasts riding on electric tentacles, and random conversations, and strange terrific skyscrapers 

that point to something we cannot see but hope to find, and streets that go we know not where.  Ponce de Leon 

Avenue with the possibility of any destination.  Little Five Points (L5P), Atlanta’s crooked attempt at the Haight.  

Fatt Matt’s with barbeque ribs and blues bands squeezed onto a stage the size of a piece of cornbread.  The smell 

of oak and hickory burning at night.  The blue rinse of stars.  New Year’s Eve 1999.  Mary Mac’s, the Clermont, and 

Piedmont Park.  Steel.  Glass.  Cement.  Sky.  The banquet of clean, quiet, cool, neon lights.  (I saw the *sun* for 

the first time with the Queen of the Buzzards and came back to wear glasses.)   
 

This city is a Poem.  The horizon, a margin.  Each neighborhood, a section.  Each city block, a stanza.  The streets, 

line breaks.  The people, characters spelling words.  The stoplights, colored periods at the ends of sentences.  (The 

moOn, a glowing parenthesis).  The falling l,e,a,v,e,s, fluttering commas.  And trees.  Lots of trees.  (This City 

narrates itself). 

 

 
 

Ilitititililitititililitititililitititililitititililitititil   (the shimmering cityscape of grafix) 

                                    -the-sky-seen-only-as-a-thin-line-flat-and-white 

                                          {the closing concrete} 

                                                 thepushand p u l l 

                                                      theshortbreaths.     

                                                            <THE^HARD^EDGES>   

 

Rain looks like this (softly): 

 |   | 

|  | 

  |  | 

 
Robert and others have asked me if it is home.  No, it is not (quite) home.  Nor is it wholly familiar, but neither is 

it completely foreign.  This is the best I could explain it to Robert:  Being in Atlanta again is like waking up from a 

dream, a Majestic dream you cannot completely recall.  Only pieces and fragments.  Neither totally forgotten, nor 

fully remembered.  Flashes are recovered in the retracing of steps, paths, routes.  I lived here.  I have been there.  I 

did that.  I knew this person.  I remember, and yet I do not. 
 

And how striking, how striking it was to step out of the subway for the first time and see the trees, the trees 

flashing, changing colors in the fall of November.  The surge and flex of yellows, oranges, and reds.  I had forgotten 

how beautiful it all is.    

-    -    -   -   -   -   -    -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -   -    -   -   -   -   

Contributed by Dr. William Nesbitt, Chair of Interdisciplinary Studies  
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Contributed by Lucretia Gabriel, Mathematics Instructor  

It has been a wonderful semester in the Math Lab.  With Dr. Kevin Chandler and Peer 

Mentors/TAs assisting with classes and helping students using the Math Lab outside of class, 

students are succeeding and getting extra support in the lab with less wait time. Parents and 

prospective students, philanthropy groups, and potential donors 

have observed classes and students working in the Lab and have 

also attended Math Lab presentations at the Open Houses 

arranged by Admissions. Feedback from these groups continues 

to be positive.  In looking ahead to February 2014, Ms. Gabriel 

will be bringing the Beacon College Math Program to Anaheim, 

California by presenting at the Learning Disabilities Association 

51st International Conference. 
 

Besides a new color printer to use with the Polyvision Eno 

interactive whiteboard in the Math Lab, we are extremely 

excited about our upcoming renovation!  Over the Winter 
Break, 21 new computers will be installed, eliminating problems 

caused by the rather ancient machines (by technology standards) 

currently used in the Math Lab. (Thank you Matthew Miceli and 

your IT department for all your efforts in acquiring these new computers and for making the 

Math Lab so functional and efficient.)  
 

The candy contests this semester have also been exceptional.  Dr. Kevin Chandler donated 

unusual and useful candy-filled containers, and students (especially David Stenzler) have 

contributed delicious candy. It was fun to see students, such as Joe Ehrli, who have been trying 

to win all semester, submit a winning guess. Joe won Russell Stover Lemon Drops in a 

snowman canister while last week’s winner was Joey Wallack (pictured above). He won a blue 

and white winter scene canister filled with blue and white wrapped Hershey Kisses in honor of 

Chanukah. Joey really wanted 

to win this contest and guessed 

the exact amount! Our last 

contest of the season was 

donated by Matthew Miceli’s 

fiancée, Jennie. She donated a 

jug filled with Hershey 

Miniature chocolate bars. In 

January, Andrew Marvin will 

donate a container filled with 

origami cranes for good luck in 

the New Year. Thank you to 

everyone who made a donation 

this semester! 

Math Lab Continues to Support Student Success 



Beacon College Greek Life this semester has been incredibly busy.  Lambda Epsilon Omega (LEO) has been 

active with community service.  Besides LEO’s Thanksgiving food drive, Gamma Beta Phi, Beacon College’s 

Greek Honor society also took part in a food drive by hosting a Midnight Pancake Dinner.  The pancake 

dinner was a huge success in feeding some hungry students and in gathering a great deal of canned goods 

that were donated to a local food bank. 
 

It hasn’t been all work this semester as Lambda Epsilon Omega took part in the annual 

Leesburg Chili Cook Off and did fairly well this year.  However, the biggest news from 

Greek Life is the establishment of not one but two new sororities on campus!  The 

new sororities are Xi Kappa Xi and Zeta Omega Zeta.   Keep your eyes open for more 

information about Greek Life soon. 
 

Since January of last year Beacon College has had the good fortune of bringing back a 

student organization that has worked tirelessly to create positive student activities both 

on and off campus.  The Student Activities Board is made up from a group of current 

students representing each respective class at Beacon (Freshman, Sophomore, and so 

on).  The Student Activities Board or SAB was incredibly active last year in hosting a 

March Madness Basketball Event as well as a Duck Hunt (the cute plastic kind).  This semester the SAB has 

been working like busy bees in putting on even like the Halloween Dance, the Fall Carnival, and even an end 

of the semester movie bash complete with camp food like s’mores, hot chocolate, and hot dogs. 

Greek Life and the Student Activities Board 

Bake Sale Benefits Local Families 
Lambda Epsilon Omega (LEO) and Zeta Omega Zeta (ZOZ) partnered to supply five 

local families with gifts for Christmas. ZOZ selected three families from the Rotary 

Club’s list to support this holiday season. ZOZ President Venus Beulah and Vice 

President Shia Byers organized a bake sale to raise funds to purchase the gifts. The 

bake sale was on Friday, December 6, 2013. Thanks to the Zeta Omega Zeta members 

and the Beacon College community; they raised over 150! ZOZ fulfilled all but one 

requested gift for all three families and ten children total.  The gifts included 

educational toys, Nerf guns, and baby clothes, which were suggested gifts for each child 

(pictured left with Venus Beulah and Peyton Forster).  

 

On behalf of Zeta Omega Zeta, thank you to the Beacon College Community for 

participating in our Bake Sale and supporting this effort. The gifts were delivered to the 

Rotary Club and will be distributed to the families before Christmas.  
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Contributed by Megan Van Lew, Life Coach  

Congratulations ICUF Fellows 
Contributed by Bonnie Lefoley, Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations 

The 2013-14 Beacon College Independent College and Universities in 

Florida (ICUF) Presidential candidates are Katie McNamara and Brett Daly! 

The Fellows attended a program held at Rollins College on November 15th 

where they learned how to plan a grassroots campaign to help raise support 

for FRAG scholarships for students who attend one of the 31 private 

colleges that belong to ICUF. A big congratulations to Brett and Katie!  

Pictured from left to right are Dr. Elizabeth McAuliffe, Brett Daly, Katie 

McNamara, Bonnie Lefoley, and Theresa Antworth.  

Contributed by Topher Hobson, Coordinator for Residence Life and Student Activities 
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“This grant will  

prepare high 

students with LD 

and ADHD to 

prepare for college 

or employment.” 

Joshua Calderon and Bryan Westphal (pictured left with President 

George Hagerty and Richard Cole and Allison Chase from the 

Able Trust) were recipients of two refurbished Dell laptops from 

Florida Alliance for Assistive Services and Technology (FAAST) in 

conjunction with the Able Trust.  The students were presented 

with their laptops on November 8th and immediately put them to 
good use! 

When Dan Bordenkircher enrolled at Beacon College in the spring of 2013, many 

faculty members were excited to see a non-traditional student on campus.  After 

having Dan in classes, faculty members were even more enthusiastic.  Russ Bauer, 

Psychology Instructor, states:  “Dan pays incredible attention to detail in all his 

papers.  He synthesizes information at a graduate level.  He shows a level of 

patience with peers that is worthy of praise and comparable to post-secondary 

faculty and staff.”  Because of Dan’s great skills, he is now employed part-time as 

a Writing Consultant in the Robert & Jane Weiner Writing Center. 
 

December has been a busy time here in the Writing Center.  Besides adding 

Daniel to our team, January will bring more exciting changes with the arrival of 

our new Writing Center Director, Jacob Pinkston. Stay tuned for more Writing 

Center updates and announcements as the spring semester unfolds next year.   
 

All of us here in the WC wish everyone a happy holiday season and our very best 

wishes for the New Year! 

Susan Ward, our Outreach Coordinator, has been busy taking in the new 

details of our High School High Tech grant funded by the Able Trust and 

Florida Department of Vocational Rehabilitation.  The grant will allow 

Susan to work closely with Leesburg High School students with learning 

disabilities and ADHD, as she prepares them for college or the world of 

work.  The idea for the program simultaneously stemmed from a 

conference Andrew Marvin attended in Toronto and from the Able Trust.  
Andrew filled Susan in about the ideas learned at his conference while 

Able Trust contacted Beacon College asking if we could be the host site 

for their Lake County High School High Tech program.  We appreciate 

Susan taking on the leadership of this grant, along with her other duties.  

You can expect to see some local high school students on campus in the 

near future. 

Grant Will Assist Local HS Students  

Dan is both a student and 

Beacon College employee. 

B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs 

Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs and Nancy Berger, Director of the Writing Center 

Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs 

Students Earn Laptops  

Meet Dan Bordenkircher in the WC 
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Simon Vaz, Instructor in Business/Hospitality, presented Beacon College’s new BA program in Business 

Management with a concentration in Hospitality Management to the Board of Directors of the Central Florida 

Hotel and Lodging Association. The presentation included an overview of the College and the student body, 

including our unique mission of catering to students with LD, ADHD, and other specific learning differences. 

Emphasis was placed on the way students learn and that they do learn differently.  A highlight included the 

hospitality program curriculum which includes courses in event management, restaurant management, hospitality 

information systems, and hotel management. 
  

There were about 45 people present including board members made up of hotel general managers and vice-

presidents from major Orlando hotels (i.e., Disney, Gaylord Palms, Hilton, Hyatt, Kessler, Marriott, Starwood, and 

the new Four Seasons Hotel opening in 2014). Relationships were established with several managers, and we are 

enthusiastic about their willingness to assist with field trips, job shadowing, and in the future, internships and job 

placement. The feedback after the presentation was very positive and the President of the CFHLA, Mr. Richard 

Maladecki, supports our program and is committed to helping it grow. The CFHLA is the largest association of its 

kind in the world; 80% of central Florida’s hotels are members of this Association. Beacon College is now an Allied 

member of the Association along with UCF’s Rosen School of Hospitality and Valencia College.   

The Thanksgiving Break Beacon College Airport Shuttle was a great success.  We transported 34 Beacon College 

students.    Every student made it back to Beacon after quality time with family and friends.  We expect similar 

positive results with the Winter Break Airport Shuttles.   
 

Beacon College Transportation also offers Spring Break Transportation to Orlando International Airport.  February 

28, 2014 is coming up soon, so fill out a request form by visiting www.beaconcollege.edu.  Just click on “Student 

Services,” then “Transportation,” and look for the link in blue titled “Airport Shuttle Service” located in the first 

sentence of the second paragraph. The fee for a round trip is $80, and we now take credit cards.  

Lambda Epsilon Omega in conjunction with the Student 

Activity Board organized a campus-wide food drive during 

the month of October.  This service project encourages 

students to reach out to our surrounding community and 

develop an altruistic outlook.  Monetary donations and 

canned goods were collected from students at campus 

events and club meetings. The total collection of 295 

pounds of non-perishable goods was delivered to the 

Leesburg Food Bank on November 1st.   This contribution 

exceeded Beacon College's past record of 275 pounds.  

Along with this effort, students, staff, and faculty donated 

close to $900 for the annual Toy Drive to purchase toys for children at a local school and 

children in the hospital on Christmas Day.   

Giving Back to the Community 
Contributed by Dr. Ellen Wyatt,  Coordinator of Student Involvement 

Contributed by Dennis Wyatt,  Transportation Coordinator 

Contributed by Simon Vaz, Business/Hospitality Instructor 
Hospitality Program Outreach  
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Another Successful Shuttle Mission! 

http://www.beaconcollege.edu
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As Transition Coach/Career Development Instructor, I have been working with 

Christopher “Chris” Stieler since the fall of 2011.  At that time, he expressed concern 

about what he was going to do once he graduated in May of 2012.  His interest in 

environmental conservation became more evident while completing his internship at Lake 

Griffin State Park during his senior year.  But he still did not know how to go about 

incorporating his passion and skills into a career choice.  After a few meetings with Chris, 

some discussion with Kendal Paget, and some online research, I 

approached him with an idea — applying to AmeriCorps NCCC. The 

mission of AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community 

Corps) is to strengthen communities and develop leaders through 

direct, team-based national and community service. Such an 

opportunity would give Chris the chance to work as part of a team 

providing disaster relief services to communities all across the nation.  

As part of the program he would be given housing and meals, a small 

salary, and an education stipend upon completion of the program.  I 

believed that, because Chris was such a team-player with a positive 

attitude and willingness to complete tasks with a dedicated effort, this 

would be a perfect match for him.  In addition, he would learn 

leadership skills that would help him as he went on in his career.   

Chris agreed, and we began the application process.  We soon learned 

that, not only would he become an AmeriCorps NCCC member, but 

also a FEMA corps member, if he were selected for service.   
 

He was deployed to California on February 12th of 2013 and ended his 

service in Alaska on November 19, 2013.  Chris called me after the 

Thanksgiving holiday to update me on his AmeriCorps experiences. 

During his time of service, he was trained in CPR, first aid, public 

safety, and other skills before he was assigned to service projects. 

Once training was completed, his team was assigned to projects 

throughout the region.  He learned so much about working as part of a team and living in 

community with others while sharpening his communication skills in a way that could only 

be done through a program of this magnitude.  The AmeriCorps staff was caring and helpful 

and did everything they could to ensure Chris’s success in his new position.  (They even 

reached out to me early on in Chris’s service to obtain information regarding the assistive 

technology he utilized while he was here at Beacon College so they could order the same 

tools for him there.)  As we spoke, I was overcome by the obvious difference in Chris’s 

communication style marked by his ability to be much more detailed and articulate than I 

remember him.  It was evident that he was a changed man.   
 

In closing, he shared with me how he loved the experience so much, he had already taken 

the initiative to apply for another AmeriCorps program, the ACE CA Professional 

Development Corps, where members spend six months training on complex trail 

construction, forestry, or environmental restoration projects. If he is chosen, he will be 

deployed to California in March 2014.   
 

I cannot put into words how proud I am of Chris and all that he has become through this 

Americorps/FEMAcorps experience.  I am very hopeful that he will be chosen to continue 

his service and will go on to accomplish wonderful things throughout his career.  

Contributed by Kelly Rogers, Transition Job Coach  

Success Story: Christopher Stieler 

Christopher 

Stieler, 2012 

Interdisciplinary 

Studies 

graduate during 

his Anchorage, 

Alaska 

assignment 
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The Alumni Meet & Greet 

Event on November 9th was 

a hit in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Several of Beacon College’s 

alumni enjoyed a night out 

together at Dave & Buster’s. 

Parents and current 

students also joined in on 

the fun.  President Hagerty 

and his wife, Oksana, 

engaged many in delightful 

conversations over the course of the 

night. We look forward to scheduling our 

next Alumni Meet & Greet Event in 

Orlando, Florida in the spring. We extend 

a big thank you to Chelsea Eubank, 

Regional Director of Development, for all 

of her efforts in making this evening a 

wonderful success.  

 

Contributed by Keri Jo Phillips, Director of Development 

Atlanta Alumni Meet & Greet at D&B 

V O L U M E  I I I ,  I S S U E  7  

“Pass it!” “Shoot!” “Nice shot!”  If you were out at the basketball 

court on Tuesday nights in October and November then this is what 

you would have heard.  Around twenty students along with myself 

participated in this five week, ten game tournament which concluded 

with the championship night being played at the gymnasium of Lake 

Sumter Community College.   Student Josh Holz was named “Most 

Valuable Player” not only for his strong playing skills but also for 

modeling good sportsmanship, which was emphasized each week 

throughout the tournament.    

 

After each game the teams would gather in a circle to reflect on what 

their team could celebrate about their playing and to consider areas 

where they could improve on their teamwork.   Student services will 

be facilitating more intramural sporting opportunities in the Spring 

semester.  Stay tuned for more details! 

Contributed by Rob Rogers, Director of Student Services 

Intramural Basketball Scores a Slam Dunk 



A Spook-tacular Halloween Party 

October 25th marked the date of Beacon’s 

Halloween Party; an annual student 

favorite!  Guests arrived at the Student Center 

dressed in their disguises for a night of fun and 

dancing.  While the DJ kept the party going on 

the dance floor, there were additional surprises 

for guests to enjoy including a face painter and a 

strolling magician.  The highlight of the night was 

the costume contest, which resulted in multiple 

winners across a variety of categories.   

 

Best Overall Costume: 

Jess Burks (Edward Scissorhands) 

Elizabeth Brennan (Flapper) 

 

Most Creative: 

Joshua Wells (Michael Jackson) 

Tyler Kornmehl (Ryu) 

 

Most Original: 

Andrew Fortmann (Grim Reaper) 

Alex Sweet (Poseidon) 

Allison Lau (Red Devil) 

Brianna Moore (Cat) 

Daniel Lawson-Parchment (Baron Samedi) 

 
 

 

Best Superhero: 

Sam Resnick (Bat Girl) 

Nathan Korell (Dark Knight) 

 

Scariest Costume: 

Joseph Paola (Freddy Krueger) 

Norrie Moore (Goth Vampire) 

 

Best Movie Costume: 

David Stenzler (Prisoner of Azkaban) 

Contributed by Sonya Lawrence, Administrative Assistant, Student Services 

P A G E  1 2  

T H E  B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  



P A G E  1 3  

The Performance Club concluded the year on December 6th at the Tropic Theatre 

with “Friends”, an emotionally filled concert. There was a guest appearance by alum 

Courtney Greene along with performers Nathan Korell, Hadiya Lewis, Daniel 

Monahan, Shelby Perlman, Dylan Tallian, Kaitlyn Wade, Kristen Wurz, and Jeff 

Zysman under the leadership of Director and Advisor Chris Hall and Club President 

Brian Kaminski.  (Pictured left: a rehearsal with Simon Vaz, Chris Hall, Dylan Tallian, and 

Jeff Zysman.)  The previous “Navigator” band has been renamed “Against The 

System” with Noah Aster on drums, Matt Bernard  on bass and vocals, Vice 

President Jake Bogdanski  on lead guitar, and vocals by Ethan Meus (pictured below).  There was also a return of the 

“Masterpiece” Bill Baldwin.  Thanks to Joshua Calderon, Brandon Reeves, Dylan Tallian, and Jeff Zysman for their 

assistance with the lighting, stage, and tech work.  Jack Callahan and 

James Harris once again did a fine job as Masters of Ceremonies as 

they pumped up the audience and introduced the performers. We 

would also like to thank all of the students, faculty, and staff that came 

out to support the show.   
 

“Once again you have created many lasting memories that you will 

cherish always, being blessed with you has been mine.  Thank you for 

allowing me to share them with you.” - J. Christopher Hall  

On Friday November 15th at Sleepy Hollow Park, there was a monumental soccer match between the 

students at Beacon College, known as the ”Navigators,” and the Faculty and Staff, known as the 

“Zombies” (pictured right). After a fierce encounter, the Navigators were able to pull out a 4-3 victory 

over the Zombies who had defeated them 4-0 in an exhibition pre-match warm-up game. The Navigators 

opened the scoring with a direct hands penalty kick by Senay Mesfin.  The Zombies, playing one man 

short, retaliated quickly with a fabulous shot on goal by Russ Bellamy. Dave Brown also drilled one in 

from center field.  It was a most memorable evening with pizzas and refreshments for all, and the captain 
of the Navigators Dylan Tallian said that the students are looking forward to many more athletic 

encounters.   
 

The Zombies were co-

captained by Chris Hall 

and Russ Bellamy.  In 

the Spring 2014 

semester, we eagerly 

anticipate some five a-

side tournaments with a 

full team grand rematch 

on Thursday, February 

20, 2014 at 6 PM. 

Humans Vs. Zombies: An Epic Soccer Match 
Contributed by J. Christopher Hall, Director of Facilities and New Development 

Contributed by J. Christopher Hall, Director of Facilities and New Development 

Performance Club Takes the Tropic Theatre Stage 
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Kisha Hutchcroft joins Beacon as the new Bookstore 

Manager.  She has earned her Associates of Arts degree 

from Lake Sumter State College and is currently finishing 

her Bachelor’s in Creative Writing from the University of 

Central Florida.  Kisha’s long-term career goal is to be a 

successful and famous children’s book author.  She has 

already written her first book in what will be a series of 
short stories and is now shopping her manuscript to various 

publishing houses.  She most enjoys traveling to new places 

with her husband and family, and her absolute favorite place to visit is Ireland (pictured left). 
 

Student Services also welcomes Angela Carrozzella to the team, who 

will be filling in as Administrative Assistant, Sonya Lawrence, is on 

maternity leave.  Angela has worked in various administrative positions in 

the past including working for Narcotics, Homicide, and Crimes Against 

Women and Children.  She is currently working on her Bachelor’s in 

Organizational Management at Lake Sumter State College and hopes to 

find a permanent home with Beacon once her temporary position comes 

to an end.  Angela has three children and is very excited to recently become engaged to her 

soulmate.  In her free time, she enjoys going to the movies and power walking for exercise.  

We warmly welcome both Kisha and Angela to Beacon College! 
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Contributed by Shelly Chandler, VP  of Academic Affairs 

Scott Braswell received the President’s Council Award for November (pictured here 

with President George Hagerty).  Scott is a dedicated employee and works with purpose 

to help make the Chopping Block environment the best it can be as evidenced by his 

willingness to help others in the kitchen or dining areas.  He is always on time and ready 

to work becoming an example for the 

department and earning high praise from his 

supervisors.  Besides being reliable and 
dependable, he understands how his role is 

important in the overall service of our 

students. 

 

Scott takes pride in his work and has a positive 

attitude.  He makes sure the dining room is 

always clean and ready for the next student to 

sit down and eat.  He tries to stay ahead of the 

curve by anticipating needs and being prepared with supplies.  He finds or notices various 

needs and quickly addresses them.  He has made a positive impact on the dining services 

staff.  His humble dedication is truly commendable and has established him as a role 

model for a strong work ethic among the staff.  Congratulations Scott!  

President’s Council Award Winner: Scott Braswell 

Contributed by Sonya Lawrence, Administrative Assistant, Student Services 

Welcome Kisha and Angela to Student Services 



education, we are inclined to measure many features of the college experience from student satisfaction to faculty 

performance.  The perspectives of parents, those who share in the dreams and struggles of their student, are too 

often left in the shadows. 
 

What I heard consistently from these ten Beacon parents were messages of gratitude and faith in our mission and 

community.  I was justifiably proud at the close of each of these conversations that I was part of Beacon College.  

These parents, each who have invested much beyond financial resources in our community, offered perspectives as 

well on areas they believed could be improved in what we now offer, and in some cases, in the way we go about our 

daily work.  Their comments in this regard (although few) deserve our attention and action in the months to come.  

In offering their constructive and thoughtful observations about Beacon as it is today and what improvements might 

guide our future, there was no unfamiliar ground that must be covered in response.  I look forward to commenting 

further at future Community Meetings about the perspectives of our Beacon parents. 
 

Finally, during my time away from campus, the College began to receive the favorable national and regional attention 

that I believe it has long deserved and that should help frame our identity and institutional development in the years 

to come.  Following our entry into the regional sponsorships of National Public Radio (NPR) programming in Atlanta 

and Orlando, USA Today ran this week an online feature story about the College.  As national and regional attention 

begins to shift Beacon’s way, it is important to know that, whether we are highlighted in print, broadcast, or 

electronic media venues, we benefit from stories that reflect positively on the College and its mission.  The catch 

here is that we may not always agree with the storyline or the journalistic spin that a particular article may take; 

however, please accept this observation as a journalistic “caveat emptor.” 
 

It is good now to return to campus, even for a day, as the holiday break commences at the close of the day on 

Friday.  Being away from your home and office is, however necessary, a professional hazard of the modern college 

presidency.  And yet, as you can see, this time away from the campus afforded me the important lens of distance to 

understand and appreciate our College more fully. 
 

Oksana and I wish for you all a magnificent remainder of the holiday season and a New Year rich in health, promises, 

and fulfillment. 

(continued from page one) 

A Note on Presidential Vision... 
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Dr. Kirk A. Stowe, Professor of Biology, serves as a full-time editor for the 

International Journal of Modern Botany, and as such, he just finished guest editing a 

special issue for the Journal.  The topic of the special issue was the tolerance of 

plants to herbivore damage.  Tolerance is the ability of plants to grow and 

reproduce despite herbivore damage.  This is an especially important trait in crop 

plants.  The special issue included five papers, one by Dr. Stowe, and four others by 

internationally recognized scientists or groups of scientists.  It also includes a preface 
introducing the topic by Dr. Stowe.  Dr. Stowe has already had a number of 

requests for further information concerning tolerance.  If you would like to view this special issue, 

please visit: http://www.sapub.org/journal/specialissues.aspx?journalid=1011#SpecialIssues. 

Dr. Kirk Stowe Contributes to Special Issue 

http://www.sapub.org/journal/specialissues.aspx?journalid=1011#SpecialIssues


Health and Wellness Corner 

A Mental Health Tip from the Counseling Center 
Coping with Holiday Stress 

Contributed by Sandi Webster, LMHC, NCC, Counselor 

 
The holidays wouldn’t be complete without an article on “how to survive holiday stress.”  

So, here it is, another such article!  Surviving the holidays is much like “surviving” life in 
general.  To not only survive, but thrive, let’s focus on two things:  realistic expectations 

and positive thinking.  I’m not talking about the kind of positive thinking where somebody 
asks you how much water is in the glass and you know the right answer is half full, so you 
must be a positive thinker.  I am talking about processing information and your natural 

responses. Whether we realize it or not, we have thousands of thoughts going through 
our heads daily, many of which are exactly what is causing our stress.  
 

One popular counseling theory that I subscribe to, is basically that thoughts lead to 

feelings, and feelings lead to behaviors.  Let’s put that into some everyday life experience.  
Around this time of year, we typically have MORE tasks and social engagements than 

usual AND they take longer.  More stuff to do, longer time to accomplish = STRESS!  While going to the grocery, you 
probably encounter more traffic on the road and longer lines in the store.  If our automatic and probably unconscious 

thoughts are something like, “I don’t have time for this; I’m really going to be running late now…”  THAT THOUGHT 
is what causes the stress, NOT the long line.  Those thoughts (and many like them) may lead to feelings such as 

discouragement, anger, or feeling defeated or overwhelmed.  The resulting behaviors might then be avoidance of other 
necessary tasks, procrastination, excuse making, overdoing it, or simply doing nothing at all.  We’ve all known 
somebody who just refuses to “get into the holiday spirit” and doesn’t participate.  They may be a victim of that counter

-productive “thinking, feeling, doing” process. 
 

Now here’s some good news (that often happens in counseling).   We can challenge and change the way we think, thus 
effecting the outcome on our feelings and behaviors!  In the previously mentioned grocery store scenario, we can 

change our thoughts to something more like, “Great, I’ve now finished my shopping!” Or, if you want to take it to 
another level, you could think, “I’ve got this under control, I’m in such good company with all these people who are 

preparing for a wonderful holiday!”  The subsequent feelings might be happiness, satisfaction, confidence, or self-
assurance.  The behavior would most likely then be calmly completing tasks with reinforcement for more challenges in 

the future.  Changing your way of thinking can benefit you in a variety of ways and contribute to your overall well-being 
and general satisfaction in life! 
 

The second thing to focus on is having realistic expectations.  Again, this applies to life in general, as well as around 
holidays or particularly stressful times.  It’s hard to know whether your expectations are realistic or not since that’s 

quite subjective and varies from person to person.  If you have someone close to you that you can “check-in” with 
about your expectations, that can be helpful.  I’m often guilty of unrealistic high expectations, and when given that 

feedback, usually choose to re-evaluate such expectations and revise my plans.  
  

Another way to have realistic expectations is to know that there will be delays and things beyond our control.  There is 

ALWAYS stress; “expect the unexpected” is an expression that often rings true.  Remember this is a reality of life and 
then decide what you want to do about those circumstances.  In the grocery store line, for example, you could realize 

ahead of time that you may spend more time in line than you’d like.  You could choose to use that time to talk to fellow 
customers in line, check your e-mail, or practice your new positive self-talk! 
 

Of course a holiday stress article wouldn’t be complete without mentioning the importance of eating right, avoiding 

sugar, getting plenty of rest and exercise, and having a good support system, especially during holiday or stressful times 
(even though that’s usually when we don’t do those things).  Some people do these things very naturally, while the rest 

of us are still working on it!   There is also research that suggests that fresh air and sunshine are also important for 
stress reduction.   Pop quiz:  Instead of thinking how busy we are, that we have so little time to spend outdoors, how 
about, thinking…how blessed we are that we have the beautiful sunshine and mild temperatures that, even if brief, we 

can decide to enjoy!    

B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  
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A Beacon College Introduction to MyPlate 
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MyPlate is part of a large communication initiative to help consumers make better food choices according to the 

Dietary Guidelines for Americans. The Dietary Guidelines for Americans offer advice for making food choices that 

promote good health, a healthy weight, and help to prevent diseases associated with obesity such as diabetes and 

heart disease.   The primary focus of this project has been designed to remind Americans to eat healthfully.  You 

can access their website ChooseMyPlate.gov to obtain comprehensive 

information for consumers; there’s even a page entitled “MyPlate On 

Campus” developed to get college and university students talking about 

healthy eating and working with their campus community to create ways 

for students to adopt healthy lifestyles that they can maintain during and 

beyond their college years. 
 

This spring the Student Services Health Office and Dining Services will 

partner to develop and implement interactive fun and yummy educational programming designed by MyPlate On 

Campus!  The following health topics that are important to college students will be explored: 
 

 Eating balanced meals using a variety of food groups; 

 Finding healthy dining options on campus and in your local grocery store; 

 Avoiding having to skip meals; 

 Understanding portion control; 

 Combating being overweight and obesity; 

 Understanding diet fads that lack science; 

 Staying physically active; and 

 Discovering quick, healthy, and easy to prepare snacks. 
 

If you’re a student that practices making healthy food choices, exercises regularly, and is interested in learning 

more about MyPlate and our spring initiatives, consider becoming a Beacon College MyPlate On Campus 

Ambassador!  Just stop by the Health Office in the Student Center to find out more information.  

Contributed by Debra D. Allen, RN, MSN 
Assistant Director of Student Health Services 

 

Don’t Neglect the Farmers Market 
Contributed by Steven McDaniels, Assistant Director of Life Coaching 

 

How do you know if you are on track for making healthy dietary 

choices? Fitness professionals give people all sorts of difficult advice:  

count calories, keep meat servings between three to six ounces, 

watch that your saturated fats at no more than 10% of your total 

number of calories per day, lower your sodium to 2300 milligrams per 

day, or have no more than 40 grams of added sugar per day. All of 

this gets very complicated for most people to actually do on a regular 

basis because who really wants to start measuring their food before 

they eat it?! Therefore some good advice that I just heard the other 

day was "if you cannot buy it at a farmers market, don't eat it." That's 

a great standard; the more you see yourself veering from that 

guideline, the more you are moving away from your health and weight 

loss goals. Therefore, this is a very easy system. At a farmers market, the food is mostly local, and the people 

working there are friendly. Show your local farmers market some love, and enjoy the results!  



Greetings from your HR Department! 
 

Our Weight Watcher’s group is continuing to work toward their weight loss goal. We have a few 

people who have met their target weight and many more who are getting close! Congratulations to all 

of you, and kudos for you hard work! Weight Watchers will continue through the Spring semester so 

keep counting those points!  
 

Back by popular demand for the Spring Semester: Zumba! Our Zumba classes will be held on 

Thursdays at 4 PM. The Spring fitness class schedule is as follows:  Mondays and Wednesdays: Boot 

Camp, Tuesday: Yoga, and Thursday: Zumba! 
 

All classes are held at 4 PM in the Student Services Building. Come join the fun and work on those 

New Year’s resolutions! Please mark your calendars for the Wellness Fair to be held on February 26th 

from 11 to 1 PM in the Student Services Building. This is a great opportunity to meet all of our Brand 

Partners.  Everyone who attends will be entered to win a fabulous prize! Additionally, everyone who 

completes their biometric testing will have an opportunity to receive $100 in their HRA account.  
 

Happy Holidays!  

Human Resources Update 
Contributed by Kimberly Baggett, Associate Vice President of Human Resources 

My kids are really into music.  That being said, our 

family decided to visit Beethoven’s grave site.  While 

there, we couldn’t believe it when we started hearing 

one of  his symphonies being played backwards.  So, we 

asked a nearby groundskeeper about it.  He replied, 

“No worries.  That’s just Beethoven decomposing!” 

“At Beacon College, we like to end on a positive note!” 

Contributed by Dr. Robert A. Bridgeman, Executive Vice President 

“A healthy dose of humor from the Doctor” 

Bob’s Joke Corner 

B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  
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Beacon College will close for 

Winter Break on December 

14, 2013 and will reopen 

January 3, 2014.  The College 

wishes everyone a happy and 

healthy holiday season 

enjoying family and friends!   


