
Together, we have done a great deal.  As my last contribution 

to the Navigator, I thought it might be enjoyable to see what we 

have accomplished over the past two years and three months 

since I’ve had the pleasure of serving as your President.  The 

following list is pretty complete, but I suspect I’ve forgotten a 

few things.  Two comments are in order:  (1) if I have 

overlooked something, it is purely my oversight, and I apologize 

for any missing accomplishments; and (2) these aren’t my 

accomplishments; they are our accomplishments.  In fact most 

of these ideas aren’t even mine.  Accordingly, I want to doff my 

hat to you for your creativity, lively good work, and persistence.  So, here’s the list… 
 

 32% increase in enrollment; 

 Completion of Catching the Wave, the campus long-range strategic plan; 

 Completion of Beacon on the Rise, an impact assessment associated with 

projected increases in enrollment; 

 Acquisition of seven new facilities: 

 Beacon Hall 

 Student Center 

 Counseling Center 

 Herlong Building and associated property 

 Woodward Street Apartments 

 Student Fitness Center 

 Strimenos Building for Studio Art; 

 Development of four new majors: 

 Psychology 

 Business 

 Business with Hospitality Track 

 Studio Art; 

 Needed renovations: 

 Library with associated de-accessioning and increased reliance on 

electronic databases 

 Center for Student Success in the Stoer Building 

 Expanded Writing Center 

 New Mathematics Laboratory; 

 Unification of the data network; 

A Presidential Note: 
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Know Your World and Its Struggles.  Chart Your Course and Succeed.   
 

Gain.  Learn.  Grow. 

President John Hutchinson 

Continued on page 7 
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T H E  B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

May 5, 2013 was a day of celebration for 36 

students, family, friends, faculty, and staff 

who attended Beacon’s Commencement.  

(An additional seven degrees were awarded 

to Beacon students who were not present at 

the event.)  President Hutchinson remarked 

in his opening address “In the end, it’s really 

not about how smart you are, how gifted 

you are, or how educated you are.  In the 

end, it is about character, character, character, 

a focus not on the content of one’s mind but 

on the persuasion of one’s heart.”   

  

A particularly 

poignant moment 

of the event 

occurred when Dr. Hutchinson was recognized in behalf of the 

Board by Ms. Eileen Marinakis, Chair, as the third recipient of an 

honorary doctorate as symbolized by his receipt of the diploma 

and the hooding ceremony.  In his public address, Dr. Hutchinson 

told the story of his niece, the terrible accident in which she fell 

six stories, and the remarkable outpouring of care and love that 

has resulted – evidence of character, character, character.”   
 

During the presentation of Departmental Honors for the 

highest GPAs, Professor Sandy Novak acknowledged Elizabeth 

“E.B.” Newlon with a 3.99 GPA in Business and Technology; 

Dr. Rick Perrone congratulated Nathan “Nate” Judge for his 

3.79 GPA in Human Services and Psychology; and Dr. William Nesbitt announced Mark 

Shepard with a 3.45 GPA in Interdisciplinary Studies.  E.B. Newlon, Valedictorian, and 

Hannah Walk, Salutatorian with a 3.98 GPA in Business Technology, both gave touching 

reflections during their speeches, sharing their personal experiences at Beacon College and 

offering their congratulations and warm wishes to their fellow graduates.  

  

The audience applauded and cheered loudly during the presentation of the 

class and upon conferral of their degrees.  Dr. Walter Zielinski welcomed the 

class to the Alumni Association, and the graduates threw their caps into the 

air.  Many happy faces were 

seen marching in the recessional 

toward an enjoyable brunch 

reception with live music by 

Chris Hall.  David Freckleton, 

who was among the graduates, 

serenaded the crowd with a 

vocal rendition of the 

Temptations’ “My Girl” with a 

dedication to his class and the Performance 

Club.  Congratulations and best wishes to all 

our graduates; you did it! 

Tiffany Reitz shares in 

James Harris’ proud 

moment 

Carl Casimir, student, 

congratulates graduate 

Ryan Parham 

A Day to Remember: Commencement 2013 

Rebecca Stoler and 

Elizabeth Weichbrodt 

shine on this special day 

President Hutchinson 

takes center stage 

Ray Ramos, Megan Van Lew, Dana Manzo, 

Tamara Snyder, Dave Brown, and Sonya 

Lawrence are all smiles on this happy occasion 
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Lambda Epsilon Omega Membership 

Joe Ehrli 

Kashan Haider 

Ethan Meus 

April 30th was a bittersweet day for members of the Lambda Epsilon 

Omega (LEO) fraternity.  On that day, they welcomed three new 

brothers into the group and said goodbye to their senior members.  

T h e s e 

graduates,  Clay 

C u n n i n g h a m , 

Ryan Gillman, 

Nate Judge, Matt 

Manfredini, E.B. 

Newlon, Matt 

Pagano, Josh 

S h u s t e r m a n , 

Kevin Trousdale, 

and Eric Woods, 

pictured with 

their advisor, Ray 

R a m o s ,  a l l 

r e p r e s e n t e d 

Beacon College and LEO well with their commendable efforts to serve 

their College and their local community.  Each brought with them 

qualities that allowed the fraternity to successfully accomplish their goals 

for the year.  While each of them will be missed, the frat was excited to 

officially induct new 

members Joe Ehrli, 

Kashan Haider, and 

Ethan Meus (also 

pictured) into the 

group.  As pledges, they 

showed dedication to 

what true brotherhood 

represents in the 

f ra tern i t y  through 

community service, 

assistance to fellow 

brothers with special 

projects, and a willingness to help out wherever they were 

needed.  Congratulations to the new inductees, and good luck to the 

outgoing senior members.  We’re sure you will all do great things 

wherever you are! 

Contributed by Sonya Lawrence, Administrative Assistant, Student Services It’s official! 
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During the Summer Term, I was fortunate to be able to visit several classes. Not only did I have a lot of fun, I also 

got some great pictures and course descriptions to use for blog articles. These will be featured on our blog, The 

Beacon Buzz, which is now at home in our new and improved website under the “News & Events” tab. To get a 

more in-depth appreciation of individual courses, I encourage you to look for these blog entries over the 

summer. For now, I would like to share some of the highlights of my May classroom (and beyond) visits. 
 

I was invited (I use the term loosely, as there may have been some encouraging on my part) to attend two field 

trips. The first was with Simon Vaz’s Eco-tourism class. This involved a long trip to St. Augustine, but it was a 

beneficial excursion as many of the students had never seen the pristine beach. This provided them with an 

opportunity to reflect on the purpose of eco-tours and consider how this particular area in Florida would lend 

itself well to one. We went for a long walk on the beach, which was surprisingly free of crowds and the 

accompanying touristy shops, 

restaurants, and motels that are typical 

of many beaches. After appreciating 

the serenity of the beach, we headed 

to the busy downtown area. There we 

all enjoyed ice cream and pizza; I’m 

not sure that this was actually related 

to the course concepts, but it was 

appreciated anyway! I was lured into 

the second field trip with the promise 

of ice cream. This field trip was for 

Dr. Stowe’s Field Botany course. We 

went to Trout Lake Nature Center 

and were given a guided tour by the 

enthusiastic and friendly Lavon. I was 

impressed by the knowledge displayed 

by the students; Lavon and Dr. Stowe 

quizzed them as we went along, and 

on the walk back, they took a graded 

quiz on what they had just learned on 

the tour. I saw my first alligator on this trip so that, along with enjoying the outdoors on a beautiful May day and 

learning a little about plant life, made for a memorable trip, even without the morning being capped off with a 

delicious chocolate shake.    
 

While the field trips were fun (did I mention there was ice cream), I learned quite a bit by attending classes on 

campus. First up was Russ Bellamy’s Performance Art course. I was warned that not only would the class involve 

watching a 45-minute student performance piece, but there might also be the possibility of tears as this was a 

critique day. Expecting the video to be long and boring, I planned to visit up until the point it was shown. I 

enjoyed the class so much, however, that I stayed the entire time and found myself completely enraptured by the 

long student performance. I was so impressed by the talent and creativity displayed by these students, and I 

would love to see future performances! In Sandy Novak’s Digital Painting class, I learned about some of the cool 

functions of Corel Painter including cloning and compositing. I also learned that Sandy can be a terror with a 

camera, but we shot some great photos! In this class, I was able to experiment with digital painting and, while I’m 

sure I didn’t impress anyone with my artistic ability, I enjoyed myself. Finally, in Culture & Art of Italy & Croatia 

co-taught by Dr. Terri Ross and Van Galyon, I watched a demonstration of tile grouting, and the students showed 

me how the project proceeded from their original design ideas to the final mosaic.   
 

After my classroom experiences, I can see why Summer Term is so popular with our students! The classes are 

not only informative; they are also a lot of fun! I’m already looking forward to next year’s offerings and hope 

faculty will welcome me back for visits. For a concentrated look at each one of the classes I visited, be sure to 

check out the Beacon Buzz this June and July.  

T H E  B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Content Manager 

Summertime Classroom Fun 



Winner of the 2013 College Catalog Contest! 

The results of our 2013 Academic Catalog 

Cover Contest are in, and our winner is 

Sal Attardo, whose Lighthouse design is 

pictured right. Congratulations Sal!  

Thanks to all who voted including the 

President’s Council, who had the difficult 

task of narrowing the field to the top 
three candidates; there were quite a few 

excellent options to choose from among 

the submissions. The finalists included 

three fantastic designs with very different 

perspectives, so this provided an excellent 

range of choices.  Our two runners-up 

include “Students” by Beth Gould and 

“Pencils” by Josh Shusterman (see below). 

 

All of the 

s t u d e n t s 

should be 

very proud of 

their work!  

The winning 

design will be 

displayed on 

the main 

B e a c o n 

C o l l e g e 

Facebook page during the summer, and of course, anyone who grabs a copy of the Academic Catalog will 

see this terrific piece of student work.  Great job everyone!   

Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Content Manager and Sandy Novak, Web and Digital Media Instructor 

Performance Club had another successfully concert on April 

24th.  Performers included Noah Aster, Matt Bernard, Jake 

Bogdanski, Jess Burks, Lindsay Doloboff, Carly Eisenstein, 

Courtney Greene, Hadiya Lewis, Ethan Meus, Shelby Perlman, 

Katelin Rose Scavone, Kaela Surface, Erika Watson, Kristen 

Wurz, and Jeff Zysman under the leadership of Director Chris 

Hall and Club President Brian Kaminski.  Clay Cunningham, 

Tony Hoberman, and Brandon Reeves assisted with lighting, 

photos, and tech respectively while Jack Callahan and James 

Harris pumped up the audience and announced the acts.  

Great job everyone! 

Another Show Stopper 
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T H E  B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

Some 27 months ago, we had the good fortune to meet Dr. John and Mrs. Jean Ann Hutchinson.  Dr. Hutchinson 

was selected to serve as Interim President at an Institution unlike any other where he had previously served.  

Fortunately for the Beacon College Community, Dr. Hutchinson is a quick learner and an eager one at that.  He 

joined a campus ready for change and a Board of Trustees eager for a dynamic partnership.  Such a transition is 

not an easy one for a President, in part because it impacts an entire family system, and in President Hutchinson’s 

case, a resilient and cooperative life partner who was willing to pick up stakes and relocate to central Florida for 

an unknown but limited time frame.   
 

Prior to President Hutchinson’s arrival, the Board was asked by the Registry for College and 

University Presidents what the College needed from an Interim President.  We responded 

quickly, saying “stabilization is what is needed.”  We knew that the change in the College’s Chief 

Administrative Officer would be unsettling, perhaps even perceived as disruptive by some, 

because the familiar was being exchanged for the unknown.  President Hutchinson provided 

more than stabilization.  He helped to put the affairs of the College in order, provided essential 

leadership, and promoted a baccalaureate culture. 
 

President and Mrs. Hutchinson’s contributions to Beacon College have been much appreciated, 

and clearly there are some folks in the College community who are asking, “Why is yet another 

change needed?”  The answer is straight-forward.  President Hutchinson has completed his 

assignment; he has fulfilled his mission; he has stabilized Beacon College and put its affairs in 

order so that a permanent President can assume an expected long-term relationship with the 

College.  We shall forever be grateful that President and Mrs. Hutchinson had the courage and 

determination to take on the Beacon College challenge, knowing full well that their days among 

us would be limited.  Soon they will “retire” to Missouri; however, we doubt that a true 

retirement will soon be established as they both have much to offer in knowledge, talents, and 

energy.  We know that you join the Board of Trustees in wishing the Hutchinsons a long, happy, healthy, and 

successful retirement.   
 

As of June 3rd, another major transitional change has been witnessed at Beacon College as President George 

Hagerty commences his Presidency.  By the middle of July, the Hagerty family relocation will be complete, and our 

new President will be joined by his wife, Dr. Oksana Hagerty, and their 14-year-old son, Vova.  The Hagertys will 

be residing in the greater Villages area.  They report that they are all “thrilled” to be relocating to central Florida. 

It is expected that Vova will be attending the Village’s Charter School. 
 

As you are aware, President Hagerty was selected following an extensive one-year Presidential search conducted 

by the Board of Trustee with input from the full College community.  Dr. Hagerty’s professional preparation for 

the role of President of Beacon College is unmatched and unparalleled.  The Board is anticipating continued 

significant future advancements, and Dr. Hagerty is both excited and grateful to have been appointed to this lofty 

position as Beacon’s President.  He is eager to meet each of you and to work with you, as we know that you are 

eager to meet and work with him.    
 

And so, June will be a time for farewells and welcomes.  It will be bitter sweet. We will be together experiencing 

yet another phase in the developmental level of the College.  As successful and accomplished as the last two and a 

half years of transition have been, the months and years ahead hold the promise of even more advancements, 

perhaps even excellence in areas we have only begun to explore. 
 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I thank the Hutchinsons and each of you for your professionalism and 

outstanding service to Beacon College.  We wish you a restful and refreshing summer.  The 2013-14 academic 

year will offer each of us more opportunities to advance the College’s mission.  Once again, I predict that the best 

is yet to come. 

 

 

 
Eileen Marinakis 

Chair, Board of Trustees 

A Time for Farewells and Hellos 

Eileen Marinakis 

Board Chair 
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Beacon College would like to extend a warm welcome to Michael 

Lozano (pictured left) who joined the Admissions staff in late April.  A 

graduate of both Barry University School of Law and Rollins College, 

Michael has six years of experience in admissions and student life.  At 

Beacon, he will primarily be responsible for student recruitment, 

representation of the College at conferences, events, and schools, 

reviewing prospective student applications, and ordering/maintaining 

the promotional items utilized by Admissions staff.  On a personal 

note, he enjoys spicy foods, sports, history, and philosophy.  We look 

forward to Michael’s terrific contributions! 

Contributed by Stephanie Knight, Acting Director of Admissions 

Welcome Aboard Michael Lozano  

 Doubling of revenues from external sources; 

 Planning for the capital campaign; 

 Addition of a Job Transition program; 

 Development of a full-time Human Resources office; 

 Formation of a Transportation Department with an increase from two to five vehicles; 

 Establishment of a traditional Resident Assistant program; 

 Development of a pilot Post-Baccalaureate Transition program; 

 Addition of a Life Coaching program in student life; 

 Establishment of a Peer Mentoring program;  

 Formation of an Intensive Intervention program for students academically at risk; 

 Development of a Professional Development program for employees to keep them current in the most 

recent developments in learning disabilities and ADHD; 

 Complete re-engineering of Admissions Department; 

 Formation of a functioning President’s Council as the College’s management team; 

 Assistance in forming a significantly improved committee structure for the Board of Trustees; 

 Addition of several new special events (e.g. community reception at the Chopping Block, cultivation 

dinners and events); 

 Substantially expanded wellness program with workshops, “lunch-and-learns,” and fitness programs; 

 Formation of full-time Financial Aid and Registrar’s offices; 

 Revision of all College policy manuals; and 

 Preparation for a Fifth Year Interim Report to SACS. 
 

Not bad at all. As Steve McDaniels says, “When you get Beacon, Beacon gets you.”  Beacon has gotten me, and I will 

miss the place, but I’ll stay in touch.  Some of you will remember Bob Hope…“thanks for the memories.” 

(continued from page one) 

A Presidential Note: Not Bad at All 

Admissions Statistics 
The Admissions Office is right on track for their goal of 70 new students this Fall!  As of 
early June, they had 1,039 inquiries, 158 applicants, 102 accepted, and 64 deposited.  Great 
job team! 

 

ANNOUNCING 

FUTURE 

ADMISSIONS’ 

OPEN HOUSES! 
 
Please keep in mind 
these Saturday dates 
in the upcoming 
academic year: 
 
October 5, 2013 
November 2, 2013 
February 8, 2014 
March 29, 2014 
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The Beacon College Shimmer Gala was held May 10th at the Mission Inn.  

The 190 guests included community leaders, politicians, alumni, parents, 

and other supporters of the College.  Andrew Marvin, a 2010 graduate 

and current Admissions Counselor, 

(pictured left with students, Jennie 

Friedman and Heather Reed) 

provided a spirited and moving 

presentation on the impact Beacon 

has had on his life and the growing need for 

scholarships for students with learning disabilities. 

Wade and Barbara West, local television 

personalities and professional auctioneers,  

presented amazing items for bidding that 

included trips to Tuscany and 

Costa Rica and an Alaskan 

cruise.   Chelsea Eubank and 

Tamara Snyder circulated the 

room giving guests the 

opportunity to win the cash 

prize in a 50-50 raffle along with 

ten additional door prizes 

during which time some also bid 

on silent auction items (both 

pictured below).  The Gala was 

an amazing success grossing over 

$88,000; it proved to be Beacon’s biggest 

one ever!  Next year’s event is 

already being planned for May 2, 

2014 and will kick off graduation 

weekend.  Hope to see you there! 

2013 Shimmer Gala: Biggest Success to Date 
Contributed by Danie Reese, Director of Development 

Beacon President 

Hutchinson and 

Kelly Rogers 

The first Gala for 

Sonya Lawrence 

and Dana Manzo 

Thanks to our 

biggest sponsor, 

Mr. Robert Harper 

seated with guest, 

Shelly Hatfield 

Hank Harvey, Ray Ramos, Tiffany Reitz, 

and Elizabeth Moore 

Board Member, Jon Cherry and his wife 

Maggie seated with Dr. Charles Mojock 



Arrival of New Bus = Airport Shuttle Service! 
Beacon College Transportation announces the arrival of a new 14-passenger bus!  The bus embarked on 

its first test drive with Dr. Walt Zielinski, Dennis Wyatt, Dr. John Hutchinson, and Dr. Bob Bridgeman 

(pictured from left to right below) and was used by students for the first time on May 20th for a shuttle 

run to Wal-Mart and Publix.  This vehicle offers individual seating, a fire suppression system, a wheelchair 

lift, a remarkable air-conditioning system, a loud radio with a USB port, several emergency exits, and a 

five-year/50,000 mile warranty. 
 

As part of its services, the College Transportation Office is pleased to now offer shuttle service to and 

from Orlando International Airport (MCO) for Thanksgiving and Winter Breaks!   
 

Reservations:  Reservations are made on a first-come basis with space for 27 passengers.  Once bus 

capacity is reached, airport shuttle service will be closed, and students will then be responsible for 

locating alternate transportation. Service is a structured, scheduled group shuttle, not an individual taxi 

service.  Students may have a period of wait time at the terminal.  At this time, Beacon College does not 

offer services to Sanford, Tampa, and Daytona airports nor to any Amtrak Station. 
 

Bags:  Each student is responsible for his/her 

own luggage.  Please keep luggage to a minimum 

due to limited space.  No wave boards, golf 

clubs, and/or unusually large baggage allowed. 
 

Cost:  $45 one-way or $80 round-trip.  
  

Refunds and Cancellations:  Beacon College 

is not responsible for missed departures from 

Beacon College resulting in missed flights.  

There is no refund if the student is at fault.  In 

the event of missed shuttle services due to an 

airline delay, refunds will be issued within ten 

business days. Prior to the assigned deadline, 

cancellations will be offered a full refund.  There 

will be no refunds for cancellations after the 

assigned deadline. 
 

Schedule:  Beacon College has dedicated specific times to transport students and will not change 

scheduled times to match the arrival or departure times of an individual student’s flight.  Students may 

have a period of wait time at the terminal.  If a flight arrival time is after a scheduled pickup, the student 

will then be responsible for locating alternate transportation. 
 

Departures:  Shuttles will promptly depart from the Beacon College Village Apartments.  Students will 

be dropped off at the departure terminal for his/her airline.  No escort is available to walk the student to 

the ticket counter or to the gate.   
 

Please visit “BeaconCollegeTransportation” on Facebook to download a reservation form. 
  

Again, Beacon would like to thank the Florida Department of Transportation for awarding the College 

with a grant to purchase two buses.  (The second one is anticipated to arrive in late June and will seat 28 

passengers.)  The College also appreciates the concerted efforts of Dr. Bob Bridgeman, Carol Keller, 

Bonnie Lefoley, and Dr. Walt Zielinski in obtaining these new vehicles. 

Contributed by Bonnie Lefoley, Director of Marketing and Dennis Wyatt, Transportation Coordinator 
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Steve McDaniels Earns BCC Credential 
Steve McDaniels, Assistant Director of Life Coaching, has obtained his Board Certified Coach (BCC) credential 

through the Center for Credentialing and Education.  Life coaching is an unregulated field, so private 

organizations have stepped in to create rules and regulations regarding this profession.  
 

The Center for Credentialing & Education (CCE) created the Board Certified Coach (BCC) credential as a 

means to independently verify that applicants have met professional coaching competency standards established 

by CCE and subject matter experts. These standards reflect the common knowledge, skills, and abilities of a 

professional coach. 
 

The BCC is a mark of quality. It demonstrates to the public that a professional coach has: 1) met educational and 

training requirements, 2) passed a psychometrically sound coach-specific examination, 3) obtained experience in 

the field of coaching, 4) professional peer references, 5) accountability to an enforceable ethics code, and 6) 

commitment to continuing education. 
 

The achievement of the BCC credential solidifies the professional identity of the coach and is attractive to 

professionals who would like to provide independent third-party verification that they have achieved certain 

coaching competency standards; it’s another way Beacon College stands out as a leader! Congratulations Steve! 

P A G E  1 0  

T H E  B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

Contributed by Shelly Chandler, VP  of Academic Affairs 

Dr. Kirk A. Stowe, who has been Beacon’s Professor of Biology 

for the past three years, has published another paper entitled, 

“Costs of glucosinolates in Brassica rapa:  Are they context 

dependent?” in the Open Journal of Ecology, Volume 3, No. 2, 

May 2013 edition.  Currently, he is guest editing a special issue 

of The International Journal of Modern Botany exploring the 

interactions between insects, mammals, invertebrates, and 
plants.   
 

In addition to his publication 

efforts, Dr. Stowe has developed 

and implemented several new 

courses for the College’s 

curriculum including “Evolutionary 

Biology,” “Entomology,” “Field Botany,” and “Insects and 

Mythology.”  During the recent summer term when teaching 

“Field Botany,” the class thrived as most of Florida’s flowers 

were in bloom!  He has also been collaborating with other 

professors in various disciplines to teach “Botanical Research 

and Illustration” and “Plants and People.”    
 

Although his main area of interest lies in studying the 

interactions between plants and insects, he has also conducted some educational research.  

This year, he organized a symposium for the Association of Southeastern Biologists 

concerning how colleges and secondary schools should work together to promote 

teaching and research at both types of institutions.  Congratulations Dr. Stowe on all your 

successful endeavors!  

Faculty News: Dr. Kirk A. Stowe 
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Looking back at a few ways that Student Services served the Beacon College community this year, 

consider some positive improvements that were made on campus:  1) A new student center 

provided the venue for great events like the Black History month banquets, holiday dances, 

Orientation Week activities, weekly movie nights, fitness classes and more; 2) A life coaching staff 

was assembled to assist students in identifying and working toward accomplishing personal goals 

that would make a positive impact on their life; 3) Dining Services added more healthy food 

options, i.e., grilled chicken, veggie burgers, and whole wheat breads and pastas are just some of 

this year's new additions to the daily menu (with more on the way); 4) Transportation Services 

added more destinations including Walmart, Publix, Target, the nearby mall and movie theatre to 

the weekly evening shuttle services; and 5) A fitness gym on campus provided students the 

opportunity to maintain their health by hopping on a tread mill, lifting weights, or taking a nightly 

exercise class like Zumba, yoga, or karate. 
 

There are many more examples of improvements, but we are very proud of all the contributions 

that the entire Student Services’ staff has made to support student learning and development.  We 

are even more excited about the plans we have for next year and can't wait for the opportunity to 

make next year's Beacon College an even greater place to be for students! 

Supporting Holistic Learning and Development 

President’s Council Award Winner 
Andrew Marvin received the President’s Council Award for the month of May (pictured 

here with President John Hutchinson).  In addition to being a 2010 graduate of the College 

he now represents, Andrew takes a personal interest in the well-being and future of 

Beacon College.  Not only does he take his time with prospective students by walking 

them through the application and enrollment process, he also mentors the Student 

Ambassador program (i.e., student tour guides) 

with humor and patience.  Traveling to represent 
the College both locally and nationally, Andrew 

shares his personal journey having been a college 

student with ADHD and learning disabilities.  He 

also volunteers as Chair of a student club/

organization and presents in Dr. Ross’ 

“Multicultural Diversity” classes. 

 

Andrew has served as a keynote speaker at several 

Beacon Experiences in Washington, D.C., Chicago, 

a n d  S a n  F r a n c i s c o  a l o n g  w i t h  

“Sunshine and Sweet Tea Saturdays,” the College Admissions’ Open Houses.  During his 

presentations, Andrew walks families and student applicants through his initial college 

experience at USF as well as his success and graduation from Beacon.  He showcases the 

College’s unique mission with humor and personal anecdotes.   
 

As a person, Andrew excels in his sense of humor, self-advocacy, public speaking, and 

attention to detail (especially in light of his ADHD).  He possesses a strong desire to learn 

more about College admissions and the field of learning disabilities. Congratulations 

Andrew; you’ve earned it! 

Contributed by Rob Rogers, Director of Student Services 



 

Caution: Coffee Calories Ahead! 
Contributed by Steven McDaniels, Assistant Director of Life Coaching 

 

Coffee is one of those health subjects that experts seem 

to disagree about as to whether the negatives outweigh 

the positives or vice versa.  Therefore, for the purpose of 

this brief article, we will focus on its potential for weight 

gain.  Coffee virtually contains no calories and no fat, but if 

you’re not careful, the calories will creep up on you as 

you add items to it. If you’re concerned about potential 

weight gain, be discerning when using creamers, sugar, 

ready-to-drink coffee in containers, and coffee purchased 

from coffeehouses.  If you need to add creamer to your 

coffee, stick with milk (preferably) or a liquid creamer.  

But, be careful!  Most of the nutrition labels are presented 

in “teaspoons” as opposed to “tablespoons,” which 

realistically is the amount coffee drinkers are using! 

Moderation is key here.  Also avoid the powdered 

creamers because they tend to be just a little higher in 
calories and fat then liquid ones.  As for buying a coffee 

product in a can or a from a coffeehouse, look out! This 

could get increase your caloric count by as much as 200 

easily.  (For example, a cappuccino is about 100 calories 

while a Frappuccino is 200 calories.) Above all, read the 

labels or ask for them from a retailer.  Stay healthy! 

Health and Wellness 

Corner 

The Latest News from Human Resources 
Contributed by Kimberly Baggett, Associate Vice President of Human Resources 

 
 

Greetings from your HR Department! 
 

We had a great turn-out at the end of the year party.  The barbeque was great, and the karaoke singers 

were awesome.  We can all look forward to another round of singers at the Christmas party in 

December.  Congratulations to Dr. Shelly Chandler, who is the winner of our fitness challenge.  She will 

receive a $600 vacation voucher.  Our second place winner was Lucretia Gabriel with Gretchen 
Dreimiller coming in third.  These two ladies received a gift bag and gift cards. You all did a great job!  
 

Those of us still on campus will be continuing our exercise program.  We will still be having class on 

Monday and Wednesday at 4 PM in the Student Services Building.  Anyone out for the summer is also 

welcome to come and join us!  
 

We have lots of great program ideas for the Fall, so we hope to see you all at one or two classes.  Have 

a great summer! 
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Fifteen members of Beacon College’s 

faculty and staff attended the Tampa Bay 

Rays versus the New York Yankees 

baseball game on Friday, May 24th. For 

several of the members, it was their first 

time visiting the stadium.  Tiffany Reitz and 

Ray Ramos visited the baseball Hall of Fame 

located on the first floor.  Tiffany was 

excited to see players that her father had 

spoken of when she was growing up.  

Several others explored the stadium and 

sampled its cuisines. According to Gretchen 

Dreimiller, “the Beacon baseball trip 

provided a great opportunity for a casual 

mingling of faculty and staff and their 

significant others. I, for one, can’t wait to 

do it again next year!”  

 

Though the home team did not have a good 

outing, the group all had a terrific time and hopes to be part of this 

great event next year. 

Beacon’s Second Annual Baseball Outing 
Contributed by Dr. Jamie Fleming, Department Chair, CIS and Business Management Chair 

Tiffany Reitz’s 

hoping to win on 

Ray’s 50-50 ticket! 

R u s s  B e l l a m y 

believes the 9-4 

score is still a nail 

biter. 

 

Here’s one for all you Star Wars nuts… 

What is the internal temperature of  a tauntaun? 
It’s LUKE WARM, of course! 

“At Beacon College, we like to end on a positive note!” 

Contributed by Dr. Bob Bridgeman, VP for Student Services 

“A healthy dose of humor from the Doctor” 

Bob’s Joke Corner 

Congratulations Employees on your Anniversaries! 
Beacon would like to recognize and express appreciation for the hard work and earnest efforts of 

those celebrating significant employment anniversaries.  Serving the College five years now is Nancy 

Berger, Chris Hall, Ray Ramos, Sandi Webster, and Walt Zielinski while  Bob Bridgeman, Shelly 

Chandler, and Kendal Paget have dedicated ten years to Beacon!  Thank you all for your valuable 

contributions to Beacon College throughout the past years and into the future! 


