
At the close of each academic year, I have made it my (rather 

quirky) tradition to do a bit of a “walkabout” on the campus 

that has been such a significant and intense part of my life in the 

preceding months.  I started this custom, this annual solitary 

trek, when I was first a professor. 
 

I have not as of yet taken this annual stroll around Beacon, 

largely because the campus has not yet come to rest.  There 

will be ample time in June, when most of the campus is 

renewing itself for yet another academic cycle; it is, so to 

speak, the quiet phase in the collegiate “circle of life” and 

distinct to the academic enterprise. 
 

What do I do on these annual “walkabouts?”  Well, I think and reflect mainly; there is 

a fair amount of admiration and personal gratitude that emerges and accompanies me 

along the way.   Like any good trekker (which, unfortunately, I am not), I follow, as I 

have on four other campuses preceding Beacon, the routes of daily campus life that 

had been bustling with students, faculty, and staff just weeks previously. 
 

You might inquire, “What do you intend to see?” I won’t “see” many people, which is 

precisely as it should be on a solitary walk of this sort.  What I will take hold of, 

however, is both the “sense of place” that defines the College and, equally important, 

the tangible (but inanimate) expression of our sense of purpose at Beacon: our 

facilities, our technology, and our public spaces. 
 

In reality, facilities and such are best understood as educational outcroppings among 

serious academic communities, for the real and enduring value of an institution is in its 

people, in their interactions, and in the causes they hold dear.  And so, in my annual 

“walkabouts,” I choose to admire and reflect not on the facilities and spaces 

themselves, but what has been accomplished throughout the academic year because 

these structures and places exist and make a difference. 
 

It has been my practice to be more methodical than haphazard in these annual outings. 

If I commence my journey by stepping into the facility we know as our Student 

Services Building, I will certainly assess how the physical structure has weathered the 

year and what improvements may be made.  But my mind’s eye will transport me back 

to the moments this year when the community animated this space: the gatherings, 
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A YEAR OF ADVANCEMENTS 

 

In my letter to the Beacon College Community in the fall of 2013, I expressed excitement at the 

potential advancements at Beacon under the leadership of our new President, Dr. George J. Hagerty.  

Yet, even I did not know just how far the College would progress.  On June 3, 2014, President 

Hagerty will celebrate his first anniversary in the Office of the Presidency.  What a year it has been! 
 

Our soft-spoken President has proven himself to be tenacious.  The challenges inherent in advancing 

our College seemingly fueled Dr. Hagerty’s energies and the leadership he provided.  The President 

has forged a positive relationship with the Board of Trustees who has placed great confidence in him 
and his abilities to create in Beacon a true baccalaureate culture. 

 

Changes in administrative appointments have been made in the areas of 

Institutional Development and Communication, Admissions, and the Center 

for Student Success, all of which have set positively in motion new 

expectations and vistas.   Dr. Bob Bridgeman was appointed to a new role 

as Executive Vice President, thus allowing the President to travel and 

establish multiple donor relationships.  In February, a series of outstanding 

on-campus events took place, including the first ever college Academic 

Forum and the dedication of the Founders’ Room and the Mason Art 

Center. 
 

The events were culminated by Beacon’s first, formal Presidential 

Inauguration.  The installation of our new President drew acclaim to the 

College, our unique mission, and our program offerings.  Together, we enjoyed 

the commencement of our 25th Anniversary celebrations.  With it came attention to you, our Faculty 

and Staff, along with our student body, casting you in the light of achievement that you so justly 

deserve. 
 

Projecting forward, more advancement in program provisions and facility additions are anticipated.  If 

you have not as yet experienced progress in your particular area of endeavor, I ask that you remain 

patient while the President, along with the Board of Trustees, addresses the needs and opportunities 

for advancement across the entire campus, which of course must be accomplished while balancing the 

budget.   
 

You are recognized for having individually and collectively contributed to the successful completion of 

President Hagerty’s first year in office.  Perhaps, you commenced the Fall 2013 semester with anxiety 

at the potential changes the Hagerty administration would bring to Beacon College.  I trust that you 

now, instead, share in the confidence and pride held in President Hagerty by the Board of Trustees.  
 

On behalf of the full Board, I wish you a safe and happy summer, one that refreshes you and reignites 

your energies and commitment to the students we serve.  At the risk of being redundant, I restate 
my familiar quote from the past several years, “The best is yet to come.”   
 

Have a terrific summer,  
 
 

 
 

Eileen Marinakis, Chair 

Board of Trustees 

Eileen Marinakis 
Board Chair 



The recent Commencement set the stage for the 

recognition and expression of gratitude for the long-

term service of one of the Board of Trustees’ 

“Pioneering Spirits” (shown left).  Dr. Richard O. 

Williams of Evergreen, Colorado steps down this 

summer as a senior member of the Board, having 

faithfully served the College as a Trustee since 2002.  

Beacon’s By-laws limit the term of Trustees to 12 

consecutive years of service, (three four-year terms), 

a tenure now fulfilled by Dr. Williams.  

 

Elected Board Chair in 2004, Dr. Williams served in 

this role for six years. Most recently he served on 

three essential Committees, those being, the 

Executive Committee, the Committee on Academic 

and Student Affairs, and the Committee on Finance and 

Facilities (pictured right at the May 2014 meeting). He was 

well qualified for these Board roles, both by his educational 

preparation and career experiences in academia, finance, and 

the bio-tech industry.  

 

Dr. Williams’ time in office coincided with some of the 

institution’s most important milestones from campus 

development to the expansion of academic programs and 

majors to the awarding of accreditation by the Southern 

Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 

Colleges. 

 

“Dr. Williams’ departure from the Board this summer is a 

bittersweet moment for the Trustees and for the Beacon 

College community,” said Chair Eileen Marinakis.  “His 

passion and commitment to the College and its students, like his daughter Noi, a 2002 graduate of Beacon, 

motivated him to serve as a determined, collaborative, and highly informed member of the Board of Trustees.  

We are enormously grateful to Dick Williams for his 

many sustained contributions to Beacon, its 

governance, and our singular mission.” 

 

President Hagerty described Dr. Williams as a 

“thoughtful and innovative voice” and “an advocate for 

and defining force in advancing the cause of Beacon 

College.   We intend to rely on his wisdom, and myriad 

talents in the years ahead,” said Dr. Hagerty.  “The 

culture and very special nature of Beacon College have 

been advanced immeasurably because Dick, his wife 

Sally, and daughter Noi have embraced us as their 

own.”  

A “Pioneering Spirit” of the College’s Board Retires 

Dr. Dick Williams with his 

daughter, Noi and wife, Sally 
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Beacon College’s Twenty-Fifth Commencement 

exercises took place at Lake Receptions in 

Mount Dora, FL on Saturday, May 3rd.  There 

were a total of 50 students graduating, 31 with a 

Bachelor of Arts and 19 with an Associate of 

Arts degree. The room was packed with happy 

families celebrating the completion of a goal that 

many of them never 

thought possible – all 

these students with 

learning disabilities 

and/or ADHD were 

able to successfully 

complete college! Given that the national four-year graduation 

rate for students with learning disabilities is only six percent, this 

is no small triumph. 
 

The Orlando Brass Quintet provided the processional and 

musical interludes for the occasion. Dr. Ross, as the longest 

serving faculty member, led the processional with the College 

mace. Dr. Shelly Chandler, Vice President of Academic Affairs, presided over the 

ceremony. Patricia Latham, one of the 

original founders of Beacon College, who 

has gone on to have an illustrious career in 

the field of law and learning disabilities along 

with serving as t h e  President of the 

Learning Disabilities Association of America 

in recent years and published several books 

on legal topics related to learning disabilities 

was the commencement speaker. 
 

As was fitting for the College’s celebration 

of 25 years since its founding, Pat Latham’s 

speech focused mainly on the details 

involved in creating a college, including 

deciding on a 

name and undergoing all the legal requirements. Latham and 

her husband are both attorneys, and she noted in her speech 

that they considered themselves fortunate to be able to 

contribute to such a “worthy cause,” putting their legal 

knowledge to use in founding a college with a unique mission. 

Latham called it a “challenging, yet exciting time,” and she 

appreciates that others have carried on their work, continuing 

to improve the college while staying true to the original 

mission. Both Pat Latham and her husband Peter “appreciated 

the efforts of others and were pleased to see the growth of 

Beacon College.” 
 

Latham ended her speech on an inspirational note that was 

especially appropriate for a graduating class of students with learning disabilities. She 

Celebrating Graduates at 25th Commencement 

Continued on next page... 

Juan Diaz, Bill Baldwin, and Roberto Alvarenga 

Valed ic tor ian Jenn ie 

Fr iedman, Pres ident 

George Hagerty, and 

Salutatorian Brett Daly 

Bachelor of Arts graduate 

Anuar Muyale and family 

Bachelor of Arts graduate Alex Sweet and family 
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declared, “We cannot control whether or not we will have a setback, but we can control how we 

handle it, what we learn from it, and how we move forward; keeping our enthusiasm while moving 

forward is, in itself, a success and tends to lead to future achievements.” 
 

President Hagerty echoed the sentiments expressed by Patricia Latham in her commencement speech, 

showing admiration and appreciation for the pioneers involved in the creation of the College, especially 

as the 25th anniversary of its founding is celebrated. 
 

Jennie Friedman, who finished degree requirements in 

December and is currently enrolled at Webster University for 

graduate studies in mental health counseling, earned the title 

of Valedictorian. Telling the crowd that every student at 

Beacon has his/her own 

story to tel l ,  she 

announced, “I’d like to tell 

you mine.” She proceeded 

to tell the crowd about 

her fears of leaving her 

support system of friends 

and family behind, only to 

find a “welcoming and 

supportive culture at 

Beacon College” with an “individualized learning environment.” Jennie 

found academic success, and with it, confidence; she believes her peers 

experienced similar growth. She deemed the graduating class ready for 

their future, saying, “We will forever see ourselves as we truly are – magnificent individuals with the 

ability and courage to not only overcome, but to achieve.” 
 

In his concise speech, Salutatorian Brett Daly emphasized the 

importance of each graduating student celebrating his/her 

success and also recalling important memories, whether they 

be positive or negative. It is all of these experiences combined 

that help form us, and they are what we learn from. 
 

Dr. Hagerty, upon conferring degrees, declared his hope that 

all new graduates would “live life abundantly!” as decreed in 

the College motto. 

Alumna Chelsea Eubank 

welcomed the new 

graduates to the Beacon 

College Alumni Association, sharing her experiences and reminding 

students that the College wants to be kept informed on important 

changes in their lives. 
 

As is always the case with commencement ceremonies, there were 

mixed emotions of excitement about the future and sadness about 

leaving familiar territory. Freshman Suzy Finlon attended the 

ceremony to cheer on her graduating friends. She found the speech 

by Jennie Friedman “inspiring,” and says she was excited to “watch my friends move on to the next step 

in their lives.” As our graduates head out across the country, we anticipate that they will carry the 

lessons from Beacon with them. We look forward to hearing from them in the future to know how they 

have lived life abundantly. 

...continued from page 2 

Dr. Shelly Chandler, President Hagerty, and 

graduate Emily Clifford 

Associate of Arts graduate Cari Ann Beecham 

Graduate Jack Callahan celebrates his degree 
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Congratulations to all students and parents for another strong year of learning and developing.  Here are 

some tips to consider in strengthening the parent and student relationship while on your Summer break:  

 

1.  Parents and Students: Build goals on common ground.  For example, how can the goal of student 

independence benefit both parties? 

 

2.  Parents: Remember that your student is an adult and must be 

supported like one.  When we are always rescuing someone that means 

they’re not able to learn what they need to learn.  Where does your 

student need to experience responsibility and feel the pain or gain?  

Students:  Remember that your parents love you and are concerned 

about your holistic well-being.  Honor them by demonstrating personal 

responsibility for your attitude and behaviors.  Perfection isn’t realistic 

but taking responsibility for your future certainly is. 

 

3.  Parents:  Connect emotionally with your student.  Start with their heart, not their grades.  Students:  Share 

with your parents the ways they can connect with you and communicate when you’re just looking for a 

listening ear and not a problem solver.     

 

The Student Services team is here to support the Beacon College community.  Let us know how we can best 

support relationships between parents and students. 

Contributed by Rob Rogers, MA, Dean of Student Services 

Strategies for Stronger Relationships between 

Parents and Students 

On April 22nd during the Senior Class lunch, 12 Beacon College seniors were initiated into the PSI 

TAU OMEGA honor society.  In order to qualify for the honor society, students must have a 

minimum grade point average of 3.55, display a high level of academic integrity, and receive support 

from the majority of the faculty.   
 

 
 

Shown left to right:  Bill 

Baldwin, Ariel Ben-Chitrit, Jake 

Bogdanski, Brett Daly, Juan Diaz, 

Tyler Kornmehl, Alicia Minirth, 

Bryan Westphal, Matt Whitlock, 

and Kristen Wurz. (Andrew 

Crenshaw is not pictured.) 

Psi Tau Omega Initiation 
Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs and Institutional Effectiveness 
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As this academic year comes to a close, Career Development would like to recognize all of the recent 

Beacon College graduates who became employed during the 2013/2014 academic year, with special 

recognition to Kristen Wurz for becoming the first of the Class of 2014 to become employed since 

graduation day!   
 

Kristen Wurz – Children of America 

Roberto Alvarenga – Migrant Education Advisor 

William Baldwin – AmeriCorps 

Laykin Braddock – Receptionist at Computer Store 

Shawn Bramley - Epcot 

Andrea Cornick – Disney Photo Pass Photographer 

Clay Cunningham – Kroger Courtesy Clerk 

David Freckleton – DJ and MC 

JR Geldart – AmeriCorps 

Ryan Gillman – Sunrise ARC and Disney 

Courtney Greene – KinderCare at Lumberton 

Rashad Joiner – Traffic School Instructor 

Nate Judge – Paid Internship at Eagle Hill School  

Eric Koffler – Personal Trainer 

Matt Manfredini – Beacon College Student Services 

Amanda Myer – Villages Charter School/Nanny 

William Oppenheimer – Subcontractor for Dell-G2SF 

Dustin Opper – Automotive Sales 

Michael Oruska – Metro PCS 

Matt Pagano – Kroger 

Jessica Parola – Hanes Factory 

Liza Rodahl – BMW Dealership 

Adriyan Scipio - AmeriCorps 

Joshua Shusterman – Philadelphia International Airport Personal Service Asst. 

Marissa Squillante – Retail and Food Service 

Tristan Stowell – IT Contractor 

Alex Sweet – AmeriCorps 

Kevin Trousdale - Retail 

Liza Weichbrodt – Beacon College Admissions Intern 

Eric Woods – Sarasota Film Society 
 

We would also like to recognize the students and alumni who were accepted into graduate school or 

continuing education programs during the 2013/2014 academic year: 
 

Great job, everyone!  Thanks for continuing to make Beacon College proud!  

Contributed by Kelly Rogers, MA, Transition Job Coach and Instructor 

Graduates Off to a Great Start! 
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Jessie Burks Laila Dkeidek Beth Gould EB Newlon 

David Cassel Sufian Dkeidek Tyler Kornmehl Ryan Parham 

Katie Champ Carly Eisenstein CJ LaChapelle Mark Sheppard 

Ally Diamond Jennie Friedman Hadiya Lewis Hannah Walk 
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Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Acting Director of Communications 

 

As we celebrate another class’s successful completion of their academic careers at Beacon College, it is time to 

prepare to welcome new students to campus! One of the documents created over the summer for the upcoming 

academic year is the academic catalog. For the past several years, Sandy Novak’s Photoshop class has had both the 

honor and the challenge of being responsible for designing the cover 

for this important academic guide. The students in this course 

should be commended for their efforts. As a group, they produced 

about a dozen potential covers, any one of which could be 

considered well designed and representative of the College and its 

unique mission. The College community voted on the final three 

designs [in order from top to bottom: Dan Switzer (Lighthouse), 

Michael Tabankin (Photos), and Nicolas Patino (Beacon Hall)] and 

selected their top choice as announced at the end of this article. 

  

The Photoshop class spent the entire semester learning how best to 

utilize each of the tools offered by this software, and they worked 

on creating their own designs. All of this work, learning the tools, practicing their craft, and listening to feedback 

from classmates and Sandy all became valuable in preparing the class for their final assignment – designing two 

potential covers for the 2014-15 academic catalog. 

  

The introduction to the assignment involved a field trip to Ford Press. 

This is the largest printing press in Lake County, and they have been 

in business over 50 years. Owner Rich Kelley graciously welcomed 

Sandy Novak’s group, providing a tour of the facility and an 

explanation of what happens during the printing process. During the 

visit, the students were able to see the machines and people at work, 

which gave them an appreciation of all that is involved when they 

finish their part (the design) and send their work off to be produced 

professionally.  

 

The next step in preparing for the project included class visits from 

Dave Brown, Registrar, and Dr. Shelly Chandler, Vice President of Academic Affairs, to explain their requirements 

and vision for the project along with a return visit to give feedback on the designs before their final revisions. This 

provided the students an opportunity to experience what it’s like in the professional world, having a client that 

you have to make happy. Students were also able to ask questions to be certain they were clear on expectations.  

 

To begin the selection process, Senior Staff on the President’s 

Council were presented with the final covers and given the difficult 

task of narrowing the field down to only three.  (The students were 

assigned a letter to be identified by so there would be no risk of 

losing objectivity.) Once these three were determined, each one was 

provided with a title to distinguish it from the others, so that voting 

could be opened up to the Beacon College community. The poll held 

on Facebook allowed viewers to see which design received the most 

ballots until it concluded with a total of 90 votes on May 27th. 

 

Clearly, students in the Photoshop class expended a lot of effort on 

this final course project and should be commended for their work! They were able to experience working with an 

actual client, and the student whose cover was selected experienced what it’s like to have his design used for a 

professional publication.  Therefore, we are pleased to announce that the winning design is Lighthouse!  

Congratulations Dan Switzer!   
 

 

Students Design 2014-15 Academic Course Catalog 
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On Friday, April 18th, Beacon College hosted the first ever juried student art show. The show was filled with 

select student artwork, all of which was produced within the past year, including Rebecca Rasmussen’s senior 

showcase (illustrated below). Awards were presented for Best of Show, Best 2D, and Best 3D as well as three 

honorable mentions with prizes totaling $500. But who was this mysterious judge that declared the winners? 
 

Back in the day when Art Professor, Russ Bellamy, was teaching at the University of Central Oklahoma, he had a 

student by the name of Dustin Boise. Dustin has now become a well-respected artist connected with the Maryland 

Institute College of Art (MICA). I had the honor of interviewing Dustin to get a better understanding of his 

background, his philosophy on being an artist, and his priorities in evaluating the student art work included in 

Beacon’s first juried student art show. 
 

Dustin attended the University of Cincinnati and the University of Central Oklahoma. He didn’t initially set out to 

become an artist, but he gained an appreciation for sculpture, realizing that art is “not just pretty pictures;” it can 

be much more conceptual. In an undergraduate exhibition, for instance, Dustin connected the idea of dentistry 

with that of Nazi propaganda. The inspiration for this project arose when he was babysitting a child who absolutely 

detested brushing his teeth starting a small “war” in the house. Dustin found a correlation between Nazi Germany 

and the idea of being reminded to brush your teeth in that both contain an element of propaganda that impacts 

people’s lives through repetition. The difference is whether the propaganda has a negative or positive effect on 

people. In his installation, the “teeth” were arranged as an army to make the connection clear to visitors. Bellamy 

noted that he is “inspired by Dustin’s work.” 
 

When questioned about what art students at Beacon should be prepared 

for when they embark on life as professional artists, both Boise and 

Bellamy (pictured right) chimed in with plenty of advice. The main points 

expressed by both artists included: believe in what you are doing because 

the commitment is great and not everyone will appreciate your work; 

dedication and resilience are required for all artists since the word “no” 

will be heard a lot; and learn as much as you can during college about 

how to create your own equipment to be as self-sufficient and cost 

efficient as possible as a professional artist. In a final piece of advice, 

Dustin commented that it’s always helpful as an artist to receive feedback 

from others so he/she can view their work again with fresh eyes, which is 

one element that makes student art shows so beneficial to the artists. 
 

After having spent a couple of days on campus, Dustin revealed his thoughts on the art program at Beacon, as well 

as the criteria he would be using in evaluating the student work. Dustin remarked that he was impressed both by 

the quality of the program and the advances in the facilities as well as the student artwork, noting that attendance 

at a top art college makes little difference in terms of the quality of the work produced by the students. The fact 

that there were so many good pieces in the show and that Dustin was on campus, meeting many of the student 

artists, would admittedly make it difficult for him to make his final decisions. Ultimately, Dustin’s evaluations were 

based on technique primarily, though technical and conceptual elements were both considered. Dustin’s thoughts 

are on display in the art studio and are worth a read to get an insight into his evaluation of the artwork. 
 

The opening of the student art show proved to be a success, with many members of the Beacon community and 

people from the public showing up for the reception to support the student artists. The opening of the student art 

show was a special occasion for Beacon, and we look forward to this new annual tradition! 
 

And the winners were… 

Best of Show: Jack Callahan, Nothing 

Best 3D: Bryan Westphal, Paralyzed Misery   

Best 2D: Anuar Muyale, Diverse 

Honorable Mentions: Idmelda Elmonus, Bamboos; Mel Fronczak, Deceiving 

Walls; and Angel Scipio, Beautiful Imperfections 

Beacon’s First Juried Student Art Show 
Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Acting Director of Communications and  

Michael Tabankin, Junior, Business Management and CIS Web & Digital Media major 
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The Writing Center staff enjoyed reading many wonderful pieces submitted by Beacon College students 

for its Spring 2014 Writing Contests.  We would like to thank all those that submitted and congratulate all 

our winners. In the category of Poetry, Tyler Kornmehl took first place with his poem “Nefarious Doubt,” 

and Ethan Meus was runner-up for his poem “The Parrish Soul.” In the 

category of Fiction, Daniel Parchment received the first place prize for the 

short story “Just Nobody,” and Jess 

Burks was runner-up for “The 

Path” (pictured left). In the Non-Fiction 

category, Venus R. Beulah took first 

place with “Past, Present, and Future,” 

and Dana Council was runner-up with 

“Nike Exclusive Release Out to 

Kill” (pictured right). Our winners each received an Amazon.com 

gift card. If you are looking for some great reads, all first place and 

runner-up submissions are posted on the Beacon Blog at http://

www.beaconcollege.edu/beacon-blog/.  
 

Students can start thinking about submissions for next year’s contests. The Writing Contests will be 

returning in Fall 2014 in the categories of Poetry and Fiction. The Non-Fiction category will be returning 

for the Spring 2015 semester along with a brand new category for Graphic Story-Telling. All students are 

welcome and encouraged to enter. The staff of the Robert & Jane Weiner Writing Center is excited about 

the opportunity to read even more great works by Beacon College students next year! 

Contest Submissions Captivate Writing Center Staff 
Contributed by Jacob Pinkston, Director of the Writing Center 

The Performance Club put on a fantastic show Friday, April 18. There were a variety of acts including 

singing, acting, and a few instrumentalists. Musical styles ranged greatly, so there was something for 

everyone to appreciate and enjoy. At times, people in the crowd even started singing along to those catchy 

pop songs. 
 

Many friends, family, staff and faculty came to show their support, even Dr. Hagerty and his wife Dr. 

Oksana Hagerty made an appearance. The president of the club was not able to attend in person, but he 

was able to watch the whole show through Skype. The audience liked being able to see Brian Kaminski in 

the background during each performance, and he hopefully 

enjoyed the show from his vantage point. 
 

This was the last performance show for many talented 

seniors, so it was a very bittersweet show. As always, Jack 

Callahan told many funny stories and had lots of last jokes to 

tell. Jack responded to crowd interaction, and at one point, 

he even brought up alumnus Andrew Marvin for an 

impromptu storytelling session. It will be difficult, but 

someone will need to fill his role starting next year. Dylan 

Tallian, identified as Jack’s intern, was auditioning for the part 

during this show, and the crowd encouraged him in his 

efforts.  All of the performers did a wonderful job, and it was 

definitely a show to remember. 

Contributed by Rachel Yellon, Senior, Human Services major 

Spring Performance Club Rocks the Student Center 

http://www.beaconcollege.edu/beacon-blog/
http://www.beaconcollege.edu/beacon-blog/


Beacon Art Professor Work Selected by ISEA 

 

Russ Bellamy, Assistant Professor of Art at Beacon College, has recently been notified of his proposal acceptance 

for presentation at ISEA 2014. ISEA (International Symposium on Electronic Art) is one of the most prestigious 

international emergent art conferences. It is one of the biggest gatherings in the world to celebrate the use of new 

media and new technologies to create art. The 2014 symposium will take place in the culturally diverse region of 

Dubai in November.  
 

ISEA accepts artistic works from several different categories with the stipulation that there 

must be an element of technology incorporated in the work in order for it to be considered 

electronic art. Fittingly, the theme for this year’s symposium in Dubai is “Location.” Bellamy 

paired with wife Jordan Vinyard, Assistant Professor of Art at the University of Science and 

Arts of Oklahoma, and friend Scott Conard, Assistant Professor of New Media at Zayed 

University in Abu Dhabi, in creating the proposal for this year’s symposium. The accepted 

proposal titled “Petro Drome Derby” revolves around the idea of conflating the race for oil 

in the region where camel races are so popular. The race to tap the region’s most valued 

natural resource to meet demand will be demonstrated in the installation piece through the 

use of fabricated oil derricks “ridden” by robotic jockeys, representing the inherent and 

unfortunate competition to deplete the area of its prized resource as quickly as possible.  
 

Bellamy does not yet know if the installation will be allocated space inside or outside, which will impact the actual 

final outcome of the piece. His plan at this point is to begin working on the piece over the summer, shipping it to 

Dubai ahead of time. He hopes to have about a week in Dubai to set up the piece and will then spend another 

week enjoying the exhibits. Associate Professor of Art Van Galyon remarks that this is a major milestone for 

Bellamy’s career and “we [the Beacon College community] should be exceptionally proud of his work.”  
 

ISEA International was founded in the Netherlands in 1990, and the annual symposium of the same name is their 

main focus. The foundation is now based out of the University of Brighton in the United Kingdom, and the location 

of the symposium changes each year, with past locations including countries such as Australia, Japan, and the United 

States. Dubai is an appropriate setting for the 2014 symposium as this area has experienced an artistic uprising of 

sorts, with artists from nearby regions escaping political upheaval of their homelands and finding this a more 

hospitable environment, and new contemporary art museums emerging as an outlet for these artists to display 

their work. 

Contributed by Gretchen Dreimiller, Acting Director of Communications 
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By the end of the academic year, many faculty members are feeling a little burned out.  The 

job of teaching five classes in the fall, five classes in the spring, and one class in the summer 

can be demanding.  Most Beacon College faculty members would say that one of the 

rewards of their teaching is that they are energized and inspired by their students, but a few 

kind words also provides encouragement!   
 

Recently, Dr. Perrone received a formal thank you from some of his students telling him 

how much he was appreciated.  Dr. Ross came to work one morning and found her door 

decorated with balloons and a thank you note stating she embodied the spirit of what 

Beacon College is all about with her multimodal delivery in the classroom.  There are many 

other examples of how our students show their appreciation for their learning to their 

professors, learning specialists, writing consultants, and librarians.  However, the Office of 

Academic Affairs would like to officially thank everyone in Academic Affairs for the numerous things done to help 

our students succeed.  Thank you for a great academic year! 

Contributed by Dr. Shelly Chandler, VP of Academic Affairs and Institutional Effectiveness 

The Rewards of Teaching - Thank You to Academic Affairs 
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Lindsay Doloboff and Kristen Wurz are known for not only their academic success, but 

also for their amazing organizational skills. Both were seniors this academic year and 

worked as a team, helping students stay organized.  One look at their academic binders 

and anyone would be impressed.  Syllabi and assignments are well-maintained and 

separated.  Lindsay even keeps her papers in individual plastic sheets!  After they teach 

their system, they help guide students in the task of maintaining and staying organized.  

Some students visit them weekly for binder checks and assistance, and the results are 

satisfying for their students.  Staying prepared can help students save time and lowers 

stress levels, and these ladies have it down to a science! Senior Jeff Zysman said, “I 

appreciate Lindsay’s hard work and excellent organizational techniques, which help me 

stay more organized with my schoolwork. She is so helpful!” 

 

In addition to tutoring in organizational skills, Lindsay, a Human Services major, is a peer tutor for Human 

Development, while Kristen, also a Human Services major, is a peer tutor for Rhetoric.   After graduation, Lindsay 

hopes to work in tourism, and Kristen plans to work as a pre-school teacher. This team is as conscientious as they 

are organized and helped plan for and train their successors after they graduate. They offered tips, observation 

sessions, and sage advice.  One thing is certain: these lovely young women and those they encounter will continue to 

benefit from their commitment to helping others be successful and prepared! 

Contributed by Shelly Chandler, VP  of Academic Affairs 
As some of you already know, the Mathematics program at Beacon College sponsors a candy contest each 

week during the semester. Various candies are placed in usable and often unique containers. The contest is to 

guess the number of candies in the container. The person, who submits a guess closest to the exact number 

of pieces of candy in the container, wins the container filled with the candy (like recent winner, Adrienne 

Hughes, pictured here). Each person is only allowed one guess. If a person submits more than one guess, that 

person is disqualified, even if he or she has one guess that is the closest. This contest is now a regular part of 

the Beacon College Math program and has been embraced by the college community. 
 

Another sweet announcement is that all students taking Math during the 2013 – 

2014 academic year passed and earned college credit. Math is one of the most 

challenging courses students at Beacon College take and success in this subject is 

indeed sweet. Studies have shown that success in Math directly relates to 

student retention and degree completion. Students succeed in Math at Beacon 

College where they either might not or have not succeeded at other colleges or 

universities. Success in Math often elevates self-esteem and transfers confidence 

in achieving success in other challenging subjects and life situations. 
 

Lastly, the Math Lab is proud to report that from last year when the Math Lab first opened until now, the 

visits to the Math lab have increased an average of 25.2% with the average minutes per visit increased by 15%. 

This means that the Lab is being used by more students for a longer time each time they use the lab. Thanks 

go out to Kevin Chandler, Mathematics Specialist, Michele Patestides, Director of the Peer Tutoring Program, 

Braden Walter, Assistant to the Peer Tutoring Program, and to all the TA’s and Peer Tutors in the Math Lab. 

The Math courses and Math Lab at Beacon College would not be as successful without the contributions of 

these individuals.  
 

Sincere best wishes for a sweet summer break. See you in the fall in the Math Lab! 

Contributed by Michele Patestides, Learning Specialist 

Lindsay and Kristen: Team Organization! 

Lucretia Gabriel, MS, Mathematics Instructor 

Mathematics at Beacon College: Sweet Success 
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the forums, April’s Performance Club, and the afternoon many in the community came together for a “group 

shot” to wish our friend Brian Kaminski a speedy and full recovery. 
 

I will make my way down Main Street, entering each building with an eye toward assessing its year-end 

condition, but recalling what people do here.  Understandably, these personal moments of reflection fuel the 

justifiable emotions of admiration and pride…the mid-day bustle of activity in the Stoer Building…the 

attendance and buzz around exhibit openings at the Mason Art Center…the palpable energy of the Library 

environment and the staff-inspired space dedicated to preserving and highlighting the College’s founding and 

growth…the transforming power of the classrooms, the Math Lab, the Writing Center…the daily influence on 

and shaping of students’ lives and futures by Career Development…the care extended to keep pace with the 

community’s appetite for all things technology.  I will behold the structure, equipment, and props, but being on 

a “walkabout,” which by definition, is a quest of reflection and discovery, the spaces will have meaning only in 

the context of what people do in them, how their lives are made better because these environs and this 

institution are there. 
 

The Chopping Block will be still, and although I am not a lunch person myself, Chef and his staff’s “specials” 

were anticipated and celebrated daily.  Never did I enter this communal space this year when I was not struck 

by the unique environment that welcomes all upon entering as Institutional dining pervades contemporary 

higher education; at Beacon, the place where we renew and break bread is refreshingly and gratefully “family 

style.”  No better place could I then proceed following our dining atmosphere than to our Fitness Center, 

where I will ponder the current and future recreational needs of our students. 
 

To venture the north-south corridor of the campus, my pace will likely quicken along Palmetto Street.  It is a 

half-mile distance between our major student residences, Woodward and the Village Apartments.  These are 

the sanctuaries of student life at Beacon where social growth, the daily routines of adulthood, and bonds of 

friendship that endure a lifetime take root and mature.  Without contemplating the scope of personal 

achievements and struggles experienced here by each student-resident, and the undergraduate culture that 

unfolded in these campus spaces over the course of the past year, an appreciation of the Beacon experience 

would assuredly be incomplete. 
 

On my return to Beacon Hall, I will pass properties that, having been secured just prior to this past academic 

year, will help frame and define Beacon’s future.  The Railway Station and the Herlong/James parcels await the 

new lives, reincarnations if you will, in service to the Beacon community.  The Board’s plans are that these 

parcels serve important student uses as our enrollments grow and our campus and services expand. 
 

I will stroll into the Palmetto Building, where the important work of recruiting a new class of Beacon 

undergraduates has been underway in earnest since September.  Our Admissions and Financial Aid staff, and 

the student ambassadors integral to the recruitment process, have been dauntless in this pursuit.  I can say 

with the confidence of a veteran that the fruits of their year’s labor will be telling as we welcome upon our 

return a new and robust incoming class.  A new Beacon generation begins! 
 

And, so, returning to the office, my annual “walkabout” will conclude.  After consuming a requisite exertion- 

and heat-inspired bottle of water, I will sit quietly and reflect on the pilgrimage of the previous hours.  I expect 

that I will be satisfied that Beacon College still stands, and that, with the customary sprucing up of our well-

used facilities over the summer, we will be ready and waiting for the new academic year.  More importantly, 

however, is that I will have had a moment of solitude to consider and admire how in these campus spaces 

students’ lives have been changed forever and new options opened.  I will have reflected on the significant 

focus and work of the faculty and staff who made this all happen.  I will be understandably proud and grateful 

that I have been granted the privilege of being part of it all.   

(continued from page one) 

A Note on Presidential Vision... 
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Contributed by Shelly Chandler, VP  of Academic Affairs Another alumni event is in the books! On May 16th, the Beacon College Alumni Association gathered 

together at Dave & Buster’s in Orlando to enjoy great food, play games, and catch up with old friends 

while making new ones.  
 

There was a great turn-out for this fun alumni event! There were alumni in attendance representing 

graduating classes of 1999 through 2014.  Faculty and staff, 

including Dr. Bob Bridgeman, Dr. Shelly Chandler, and Ray 

Ramos, were also eager to attend the event and get a chance to 

reunite with former students.  President Hagerty enjoyed 

speaking with each alumnus, 

as this event provided him an 

opportunity to get to know 

each one better and hear 

a b o u t  t h e i r  c o l l e g e 

experiences, as well as to find 

out how much their lives have changed since graduation.  
 

New alumni were invited to attend the event, which held special 

meaning for them as it provided proof that they are now part of a 

different Beacon College group – alumni! New graduate Emily Clifford 

remarked, “it was my first ever alumni event, so I was super excited to be involved. It was like a success 

party since it followed so soon after graduation.”  
 

As the Director of Alumni Relations as well as an alumna, this event held 

special significance to me.  I had a great time, hanging out with people I 

graduated with, and hearing what everyone has been doing since 

graduating.  I saw how much everyone has grown through their own life 

experiences.  
 

As a College employee specifically 

working with alumni, it is important to 

me that as many people participate in these events as possible and 

that they also enjoy themselves! I recently sent out a survey to recent 

graduates and alumni as I am looking for feedback as to what 

everyone would like to see from the College. I welcome suggestions 

as to which types of events are appealing and what parts of the 

country work best for locations holding these events.  
 

We will be definitely be hosting more 

alumni events throughout the country, so get ready for one to come to a 

city near you! Please “LIKE” us on Facebook at Beacon College Alumni 

Association and check for updates on alumni events and what other 

alumni are up to as well as updates on what is going on at Beacon during 

the academic year.  
 

My fellow Alumni, please contact me at ceubank@beaconcollege.edu if 

you would like to be one of our alumni spotlights, or if you want to be 

certain we have the correct contact information for you. Your information may also be updated at 

http://www.beaconcollege.edu/beacon-college-about-us/alumni/ to be sure you receive mailings from 

our Alumni Association.   

Alumni Enjoy D&B Night of Fun Fellowship 
Contributed by Chelsea Eubank, Director of Alumni and Parent Relations 

http://www.beaconcollege.edu/beacon-college-about-us/alumni/


On Friday, March 28th, the SGA hosted the second foam party for all Beacon students. The first 

ever foam party occurred about three years ago in August as a welcome back celebration. It was a 

big hit, so SGA decided to host a second one this year, and many 

students have been requesting one for a very long time. For the 

ones who were brave enough to dive into the area of foam, they 

got pretty soapy, but had lots of fun with friends.  

 
The turn-out was great 

with about 30 to 40 

people attending, 

enjoying food, music, and fun. There was even a special 

guest appearance from President Hagerty!  All in all, this 

event was very successful, and everyone definitely 

enjoyed this festive activity! 

Contributed by Rachel Yellon, Senior, Human Services major 

Foamy Fun Party 

The third annual Baseball Fanatics group ascended on Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg on May 

24th to see the Boston Red Sox versus the Tampa Bay Rays. The Red Sox jumped out to a 5-0 

lead. Many thought the game would get out of 

hand, but the Rays fought back to tie the 

game and send it into extra innings.  Our 

group made it to the bottom of the tenth 

inning before leaving; (sorry Gretchen). The 
game went to the fifteenth inning with the 

hometown Rays taking the win. 

The group arrived early and was able to tour the 

stadium and have a relaxing lunch. We want to 

thank Ronnie for safely transporting our group. 

Also, thanks to all attending this year; this trip was 

a fun and memorable one. 

 

Pictured here from left to right (front row):  

Gretchen Dreimiller, Tiffany Reitz, and Elizabeth 

Moore; (back row): Simon Vaz, James Fleming, and 

Christopher Huff. 

Dr. James Fleming, Department Chair, Business and Technology 

Third Annual Baseball Fanatics Trip 
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Health and Wellness Corner 

A Mental Health Tip from the Counseling Center 
Self-Worth through Boundaries 

 

Contributed by Josh Grover, MA, LMHC, Assistant Director of Counseling Services 

 
Like the chicken or the egg, it’s difficult to say what comes first - healthy boundaries, or a strong sense of self.  However, it 

does seem that they go together.  Those who have a strong sense of self do not feel the need to prove themselves to the 

world.  “I am here, and so I belong” is the internal dialogue rather than, “How can I prove that I belong?”  Instead of living 

from the fear of being denied acceptance to the human race, they are liberated to live creatively and compassionately - from 

the whole of their being.   

 

I’m sure there are people out there who naturally have a strong sense of self-worth and healthy boundaries.  However, most 

of us are in process, and we move toward growth one step at a time through persistent struggle and effort and through trial 

and error.  In order to get more perspective on boundaries, let’s contrast three types of boundaries: rigid, healthy, and 

dissolved boundaries.   

 

Someone who has dissolved boundaries: 

 Takes other people’s problems on as his own. 

 Is a chameleon.  His identity is based on what he perceives others want him to be. 

 Has a high tolerance for abusive and disrespectful behavior. 

 Is unable to say no for fear of rejection or negative perception.  

 Absorbs the feelings of others rather than holding on to what he feels.  

 

One who has rigid boundaries may: 

 Avoid close relationships for fear of abandonment or engulfment. 

 Rarely allow others in personally. 

 Have difficulty identifying wants, needs, and feelings. 

 Have few close relationships. 

 Rarely ask for help. 

 

And finally, one who has healthy boundaries: 

 Can say yes or no and is okay when others say no to them. 

 Knows when the problem is theirs and when it is someone else’s. 

 Is able to identify wants, needs, and feelings. 

 Doesn’t compromise values or integrity in order to please others or avoid conflict. 

 Is able to value his own opinion and feelings as much as others. 

 Doesn’t tolerate abusive and disrespectful behavior. 

 Knows his limits and is able to ask (not demand) for help when necessary. 

 

Boundaries are much easier to write about than they are to apply.  This is because real people and feelings are involved.  A 

sound theory on boundaries will not affect personal change.  Application is required. This can be scary because often trial and 

error is all we have to go on - error is necessary.  The benefit of growth through application, however, is great both to the 

individual and for his/her relationships.  

B E A C O N  N A V I G A T O R  

P A G E  1 6  



Wellness:  Are You Taking Good Care of Yourself? 
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Often times when we interact with others, the general initial greeting is “Hello, how are you?” At many of those 

moments, we make a reply such as “I’m good” or “I’m fine, thanks.”  It seems as though those questions and 

responses have become automatically programmed within us (usually without thought and without conviction). If 

you are reading this article right now, I’d like you to think what would it be like if someone genuinely asked you 

“How are you doing?” in expectation of an authentic answer; would you be willing to share? On the other hand, 

what would it be like for you to ask someone the same question and then provide a listening ear?  Asking the 

simple question “How are you?” may encompass an infinite amount of responses with the overarching focus on 

how you are taking care of yourself, which leads to the topic of this article: Wellness! In this commentary, wellness 

is broken down into seven classifications for your consideration: 

 

Physical Wellness: a perception and expectation of physical health. 

 Exercising regularly, healthy eating habits, getting regular check-ups, avoiding the use of alcohol or 

other drugs. 

 

Emotional Wellness: possession of a secure self-identity and a positive 

sense of self-regard; also the ability to cope with and/or improve 

unpleasant mood states. 

 Keeping a positive attitude 

 Viewing challenges as opportunities rather than obstacles 

 Using positive coping skills 

 

Occupational Wellness: your outlook on your work and career. 

 Finding satisfaction and worth in your work 

 Choosing a rewarding and fulfilling occupation consistent 

with your personal interests, values, and beliefs 

 

Spiritual Wellness: a positive perception of meaning and purpose in life. 

 Spending time alone in personal reflection 

 Being open to different cultures, religions, backgrounds 

 Participating in activities in the community 

 

Social Wellness: a perception of having support available from family, friends, or co-workers in times of need and a 

perception of being a valued support provider. 

 Budgeting and balancing your time to include both responsibilities and relaxation 

 Liking yourself for who you are 

 Interacting with people of different backgrounds 

 

Intellectual Wellness: the perception of being internally energized by an optimal amount of intellectually stimulating 

activity. 

 Learning through varied experiences – reading, writing, sharing and exploration 

 Listening and observing your environments 

 

Environmental Wellness: the positive perception of the environment that one works and lives in. 

 Taking the opportunity to appreciate what life has to offer 

 Recognizing opportunities that lead you to new skills and acting on those opportunities 

 

“How are YOU doing?”  Be Well and Take Care of Yourself!  

Contributed by Tiffany Miller, MA, Counselor 



Update from Human Resources 

Greetings from your HR Department! May is Mental Health Awareness Month. Did you know that Beacon 

offers free Employment Assistant Program (EAP) services to employees and members of their household? 

Our EAP is administered through MHNet and can be reached either online at www.mhnet.com or via 

telephone at 1-877-398-5816.  All calls to MHNet are answered by a specially trained, Master’s level clinician, 

who is available to assist you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  MHNet also provides the following various 

services: 
 

 Face to Face Counseling 

 Life Coaching 

 Legal and Financial Services 

 Child Care and Parenting Resources 

 Adoption Support 

 Elder Care Assistance 
 

For more information about EAP services, please contact me. I hope you all have a wonderful and healthy 

summer.  See you in August! 

Contributed by Kimberly Baggett, Associate Vice President of Human Resources 

 

How to Count Your Chickens 
Contributed by Steven McDaniels, Assistant Director of Life Coaching 

 

When I was a kid, my mom would buy chicken wings, legs, thighs and breasts, and season and cook them herself. 
The process was not quick. Now there are many “ready to serve” choices such as chicken burgers, meatballs, 
sausages, strips, patties, nuggets, and tenders. These choices are already seasoned and ready to eat and just 
need to be microwaved or cooked for a short period of time. Therefore it could be difficult to eat healthy when 
you consume such highly processed quick-eat foods. Here are a few tips to help you. Stick with a serving size of 

about three to four ounces of chicken during mealtime, which is about the size of the 
mouse used with your computer and keep the calories under 250 calories per serving. Salt 
is also a concern with highly processed food, therefore make sure the sodium level is no 
more than 350 milligrams per serving. Also your chicken should contain no more than 
three grams of saturated fat per serving. Lastly one easy thing to do to make a healthier 
choice, if you get annoyed with all the numbers I just mentioned, just choose the un-
breaded chicken selection over the breaded one.  Good luck out there!  

A clown opened the door for me.   

 I thought it was a nice jester. 

“At Beacon College, we like to end on a positive note!” 

Contributed by Dr. Robert A. Bridgeman, Executive Vice President 

“A healthy dose of humor from the Doctor” 

Bob’s Joke Corner 
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